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CHAPTER 1 

A BRIEF DISCUSSION ON  

SAARC CHARTER AND OBJECTIVES 

Manoj Agarwal, Associate Professor 
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Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh, India 

Email Id-  agarwalmanoj21@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 The founding document describing the aims and tenets of this regional organization is the South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Charter and Objectives. Eight South 
Asian countries make up SAARC, which was founded in 1985. These countries include 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Its main 
objective is to encourage collaboration and growth in the South Asian area. The spirit of 
cooperation and togetherness among the member nations is embodied in the SAARC Charter. 
The main goals of the organization are to improve social and economic growth while also 
developing international cooperation, understanding, and good neighborliness among countries. 
The SAARC is dedicated to tackling problems with regards to reducing poverty, economic 
integration, agriculture, health, and education. The Charter also emphasizes the need of 
respecting member nations' sovereignty, geographical integrity, and political independence as 
well as refraining from meddling in their internal affairs. Additionally, it promotes the avoidance 
of violence and nonviolent conflict settlement. In conclusion, the SAARC Charter and 
Objectives capture the organization's goal to promote socio-economic well-being of South Asian 
countries via peaceful and cooperative ways, strengthen regional collaboration, and solve shared 
concerns. This paper acts as a blueprint for SAARC's efforts to create a more affluent and 
peaceful south Asia. 

KEYWORDS: 

Charter, Cooperation, Economics, International. 

INTRODUCTION 

The heads of state or government of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, 
and Sri Lanka, are:  

1. Committed to advancing peace, stability, amity, and progress in the region through strict 
observance of the United Nations Charter and NON-ALIGNMENT, particularly respect 
for the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity, national independence, 
refraining from using force, refraining from meddling in the internal affairs of other 
States, and maintaining world peace[1], [2].  

2. Being aware of the shared issues, goals, and ambitions of the people of SOUTH ASIA 
and the need for improved collaboration and coordinated action within each group's own 
political, economic, and cultural traditions;  
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3. Convinced that regional cooperation among SOUTH ASIA's nations is advantageous to 
all parties involved, desirable, and essential to advancing the well-being and enhancing 
the standard of living of the peoples in the area; 

 

4. Persuaded further that collaboration in the areas of economic, social, and technological 
development among the nations of south asia would greatly boost individual and group 
independence[3], [4];  

5. Realizing that enhanced collaboration, contacts, and exchanges among the region's 
nations wo ld support the development of comradely and mutual understanding among 
their populations;  

6. Recalling the declaration that their foreign ministers signed on August 2, 1983 in new 
delhi and highlighting the development of regional cooperation;  

7. Reiterating their commitment to deepen such collaboration within an institutional 
framework;  

Do hereby agree to form the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, or the 
Association, with the following goals, guiding principles, institutional framework, and financing 
arrangements: 

Objectives  

The Association should have the following goals:  

a) To advance the welfare of SOUTH ASIAN nationals and raise their standard of living;  
b) To hasten regional economic development, social advancement, and cultural 

advancement while giving everyone the chance to live in dignity and reach their full 
potential;  

c) To encourage and improve SOUTH ASIA's member nations' interdependence; 
d) To promote mutual respect, awareness of one another's difficulties, and trust;  
e) To encourage active cooperation and reciprocal aid in the domains of economics, society, 

culture, technology, and science. 
f) To improve relations with other emerging nations; 
g) To improve collaboration in international fora regarding issues of shared concern; and  
h) To collaborate with regional and international organizations with comparable goals 

Principles 

1. Respect for the principles of sovereign equality, geographical integrity, political 
independence, non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, and mutual benefit 
should be the cornerstones of cooperation within the framework of the ASSOCIATION.  

2. Rather than replacing bilateral and multilateral collaboration, this kind of cooperation 
should strengthen it. 

3. This collaboration must not conflict with duties under bilateral and multilateral 
agreements. 

Conference of Ministers 

The Foreign Ministers of the Member States shall form a Council of Ministers, which shall have 
the following responsibilities: formulation of the Association's policies; evaluation of followings. 
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a. Association's progress in fostering cooperation; decision-making on new areas of 
cooperation; establishment of additional Association mechanisms as deemed necessary; 
and other matters of general interest to the Association.  

b.  Twice a year, the Council of Ministers will convene. By agreement of the Member 
States, the Council may hold an extraordinary session. 

DISCUSSION 

Permanent Committee 

1.The Foreign Secretaries' Standing Committee shall perform the following duties:  

a. Comprehensive program of collaboration monitoring and coordination;  
b. The acceptance of projects and programs, as well as the terms of their funding;  
c. Establishing cross-sectoral priorities; 
d. The exploitation of local and global resources;  
e. The discovery of new topics for collaboration based on pertinent research.  

2. The Standing Committee will convene whenever it is thought to be necessary. 

3. The Standing Committee is required to provide the Council of Ministers with regular reports 
and to consult them as needed when making decisions on policy [5]. 

Budget Committees  

1. The execution, coordination, and monitoring of the programs in each area of cooperation will 
be the responsibility of Technical Committees made up of representatives of Member States. 

2. The following terms of reference should apply to them:  

a. Assessing the scope and possibility for regional cooperation in certain areas;  
b. Creation of initiatives and programmatic planning; 
c. Assessing the financial effects of sectoral programs;  
d. The creation of proposals for cost allocation;  
e. Sectoral program implementation and coordination;  
f. Tracking the execution's development.  

3. The Technical Committees must provide the Standing Committee with regular reports.  

4. Every two years, the Technical Committees' chairmanships will typically alternate among the 
Member States in alphabetical order [6].  

5. If and when deemed essential, the Technical Committees may, among other things, use the 
following processes and modalities:  

a. Gatherings of national technical agency leaders;  
b. Gatherings of specialists in certain disciplines;  
c. Communication amongst established centers of excellence in the area. 

 

Assessment Committees  



 
4 SAARC: Political & Economic Aspects 

Action Committees made up of Member States concerned with the execution of initiatives 
involving more than two but not all Member States may be established by the Standing 
Committee [7]. 

Secretariat  

The Secretariat of the association shall exist. 

Financial Decisions  

a. Each Member State's voluntary contribution to the funding of the Association's 
operations must be made.  

b. Each Technical Committee is required to provide suggestions for how to allocate 
the expenses of putting its suggested programs into action. 

c. With the agreement of or by the Standing Committee, external money from 
acceptable sources may be mobilized in the event that adequate financial 
resources cannot be raised within the area to support the operations of the 
association [8]. 

Provisions  

a. Decisions must be reached unanimously at all levels [9].  
b. Contentious and bilateral matters must not be discussed during the discussion 

[10]. 

CONCLUSION 

Promoting regional collaboration and development in South Asia is made possible by the South 
Asian Association for Regional collaboration (SAARC) Charter and its aims. I have come to the 
following conclusion on the SAARC Charter and its goals as of my most recent knowledge 
update in September 2021Promotion of Regional Cooperation The founding text of the SAARC, 
the SAARC Charter, underlines the commitment of the group to promoting cooperation amongst 
its member nations. It promotes the value of regional collaboration, solidarity, and respect. 
Promoting regional and economic integration is one of the main goals of SAARC. In order to 
improve the region's general economic health, SAARC works to strengthen member state 
economic cooperation, trade, and investment via a number of projects and agreements. 
Alleviating Poverty the Charter emphasizes the significance of combating poverty and raising the 
standard of living for those in the South Asian area. To combat poverty, advance social 
development, and raise living conditions, SAARC has implemented a number of initiatives and 
projects. Regional Stability SAARC recognizes the need of maintaining regional stability and 
security. Like several other regional organizations, it lacks a dedicated security framework, but it 
nonetheless promotes member state cooperation on matters pertaining to regional security, such 
as terrorism, extremism, and transnational crimes.  

Cultural Exchange The SAARC Charter emphasizes that cultural exchange and inter-personal 
interaction are crucial elements of regional cooperation. Important objectives include fostering 
intercultural understanding and protecting South Asia's rich cultural legacy. The Charter also 
addresses the need for sustainable development and environmental issues. The SAARC is aware 
of how crucial it is to solve regional environmental issues including resource management and 
climate change. Challenges and Limitations Political tensions and disputes among the member 
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nations of SAARC have presented difficulties at times impeding efficient collaboration. 
Additionally, owing to a number of issues, such as resource shortages and administrative 
roadblocks, progress in meeting some of the stated goals has been sluggish. ability to Promote 
Greater Regional Development, Economic Growth, and Social Progress in South Asia: Despite 
these obstacles, the SAARC Charter and goals continue to be important and have the ability to 
promote greater regional development, economic growth, and social advancement in South Asia. 
The group continues to provide member nations a forum for discussion and collaboration. 
SAARC may need to undertake changes and adapt to shifting regional dynamics in order to 
reach its full potential. Improvements might be helpful in areas including resolving political 
conflicts, expediting the decision-making process, and boosting financial resources. The SAARC 
Charter and its goals demonstrate a dedication to regional cooperation and development in South 
Asia, in conclusion. Despite its difficulties and limits, the organization continues to be a vital 
venue for discussing global concerns and encouraging collaboration among its member nations. 
The SAARC's ability to succeed in the future will rely on how ready its members are to 
cooperate and change with the times. 
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ABSTRACT: 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation's (SAARC) diplomatic calendar revolves 
around the SAARC Summits. Aiming to promote regional cooperation and development, the 
SAARC is a grouping of eight South Asian countries, including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The summits provide a prominent 
forum for member nations to engage in diplomatic conversation, discuss shared difficulties, and 
determine a shared path for regional prosperity. Heads of state or government from the 
participating nations attend high-level sessions at these summits. Leaders may debate political, 
economic, and social concerns affecting the South Asian area in these key gatherings. Trade and 
economic cooperation, eradicating poverty, public health, education, and regional security are 
often important subjects. Consensus-driven decision-making, where all member nations must 
concur on plans and initiatives for them to go ahead, is one of the distinctive aspects of SAARC 
Summits. Although this strategy might sometimes impede development, it emphasizes how 
crucial it is to promote trust and collaboration among countries with various interests and 
histories. The SAARC Summits also promote bilateral discussions between leaders of member 
nations, giving them the chance to discuss particular problems and forge personal links that may 
support regional stability. Additionally, observer nations and international organizations are often 
invited, demonstrating SAARC's attempts to include outside parties in regional collaboration and 
development. In conclusion, SAARC Summits are essential to the group's goal of advancing 
social and economic advancement in South Asia. They provide member nations a forum to 
cooperate, settle disputes, and work together for a more prosperous and integrated South Asian 
area. 

KEYWORDS: 

Education, Health, Property, SAARC. 

INTRODUCTION 

Leaders from South Asian states assemble at the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) Summits, a key diplomatic platform, to address common concerns, 
strengthen regional cooperation, and advance economic and social development. Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka are the eight South Asian 
nations that make up the SAARC, which was founded in 1985. These summits provide a forum 
for discussion, cooperation, and the pursuit of shared objectives in a region distinguished by its 
variety, historical linkages, and intricate geopolitical dynamics. In this thorough investigation, 
we dig into the background, goals, successes, and difficulties of SAARC summits, highlighting 
their significant regional significance. 
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Historical Setting 

Midway through the 20th century, as the region's newly independent states attempted to address 
shared issues and advance regional stability, the concept of regional cooperation in South Asia 
started to take form. In the 1960s and 1970s, the idea gained traction and SAARC was 
established. 

Several significant events may be used to trace the SAARC's historical background. 

Bangladesh freedom War (1971): In terms of South Asian geopolitics, 1971 saw Bangladesh's 
freedom from Pakistan. A need for regional collaboration and conflict resolution was brought to 
light by the war. 

The Colombo Plan (1950): The Colombo Plan for Cooperative Economic and Social 
Development in Asia and the Pacific, which was launched in 1950, set the foundation for 
regional cooperation in South Asia. Through technical aid and collaboration amongst member 
nations, it sought to promote economic growth [1], [2]. 

The leaders of South Asian nations met at the Himalayan Kingdom’s Conference in 1981 in 
Thimphu, Bhutan, to address international concerns. It was crucial in preparing the ground for 
SAARC's official founding. 

Establishment of SAARC (1985): In Dhaka, Bangladesh, the SAARC Charter was formally 
signed by the heads of state or government of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka on December 8, 1985. Afghanistan became a participant in 2007 [3], [4]. 

The purpose of SAARC summits 

The SAARC Summits provide a venue to further the following major goals: 

Advancing Regional Cooperation: SAARC's main objective is to advance regional cooperation 
in South Asia. The majority of member nations' problems, such poverty, terrorism, and climate 
change, can best be solved via cooperation. 

Economic Integration: SAARC seeks to improve regional economic integration by lowering 
trade obstacles, supporting economic development, and increasing intra-regional commerce. A 
component of this endeavor is the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA). 

The reduction of poverty is still a major issue in South Asia. Through economic growth, social 
services, and poverty reduction measures, SAARC aims to combat poverty. 

SAARC focuses on social development concerns including gender equality, health care, and 
education. It aims to raise the standard of living for local residents [5], [6]. 

Environmental Sustainability: Natural catastrophes and environmental issues like climate 
change are a concern in South Asia. SAARC aims to encourage resource sharing and cooperation 
while maintaining the environment. 

Cultural sharing: A key component of SAARC's goal is the sharing and understanding of 
cultures. The group wants to encourage more cross-cultural collaboration while acknowledging 
the region's unique variety of cultures. 
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DISCUSSION 

Results and Initiatives 

1. The SAARC Summits have established a number of programs and reached key 
milestones throughout the years to address the difficulties facing the region: 

2. SAFTA, which was established in 2006, intends to lower trade barriers among SAARC 
member nations and advance economic integration. It aims to improve regional 
commerce and promote economic development [7]. 

3. Regional Centers: The SAARC has set up a number of regional centers with a focus on 
certain areas of collaboration. The topics covered by these centers include agriculture, 
human resource development, and climate change [8]. 

4. The 2010-founded SAARC Development Fund (SDF) provides funding for initiatives 
and programs in sectors including energy, infrastructure, and poverty alleviation. It is 
essential for supporting regional development activities. 

5. The SAARC catastrophe Management Center (SDMC), which was established in 2006, is 
dedicated to lowering catastrophe risks and managing them across South Asia. It supports 
member nations' response to and preparation for natural catastrophes [9]. 

6. Programs for Cultural interaction: The SAARC encourages cultural interaction via 
projects like the SAARC Cultural Center and the SAARC Film Festival. These initiatives 
promote mutual respect and understanding amongst member nations' diverse cultures 
[10]. 

Youth of the SAARC: SAARC Youth encourages youth participation and empowerment in the 
area. Utilizing young people's potential to further social and economic development is its main 
goal. The SAARC Arbitration Council (SARCO), which was founded in 1995, gives its member 
nations a forum to arbitrate business disputes, facilitating commerce within the region. 

Opportunities and Obstacles 

SAARC summits have advanced in a number of areas, however they also have problems and 
restrictions: 

Political Tensions: Political disputes and disagreements among the member nations have 
sometimes hindered the SAARC's ability to function effectively. Regional cooperation has been 
hampered by bilateral disagreements between nations like India and Pakistan. 

Slow Progress: It has taken longer than expected for SAARC to make progress on several of its 
goals, including economic integration and the reduction of poverty. This problem has been made 
more difficult by administrative obstacles and resource limitations. 

Security Issues: Regional cooperation and stability have been severely hampered by security 
issues, especially terrorism and tensions along the borders. To solve these problems, we must 
work together. 

Economic Disparities: There are still issues with the economic standing of the member nations. 
While some nations like India have significant economic influence, others like Afghanistan and 
Nepal face development difficulties. 
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Geopolitical Dynamics: Significant international entities are involved in complicated 
geopolitical dynamics that have an impact on South Asia. In light of these dynamics, it is a 
sensitive responsibility to balance regional interests. 

Despite these obstacles, SAARC summits nonetheless provide member nations a chance to work 
together and solve common issues. The group still has a big impact on area social, economic, and 
political development. Last but not least, the SAARC Summits serve as an essential venue for 
regional South Asian cooperation and collaboration. They provide a forum for members to 
discuss shared issues, advance economic integration, and advance social advancement in the 
area. While SAARC has achieved success in a number of areas, it still confronts political 
difficulties, poor progress toward certain goals, and security challenges that need for coordinated 
measures to address.  The organization's dedication to promoting regional cooperation and 
meeting the various requirements of its member nations, however, highlights its continued 
relevance in South Asia. We will dig into the history, goals, successes, and problems of SAARC 
Summits as we begin our in-depth investigation, illuminating the significant influence these 
diplomatic events have had on the region. 

Summits of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) have been very 
important in promoting regional cooperation and addressing important concerns in South Asia. 
Here is a conclusion on SAARC Summits as of my most recent knowledge update in September 
2021 SAARC Summits provide a vital forum for leaders of South Asian countries to get together 
and have frank discussions. The promotion of communication, comprehension, and the sharing 
of ideas among the member nations has greatly benefited from these gatherings. Regional 
Cooperation: The summits have been successful in promoting regional cooperation in a number 
of fields, such as commerce, economic growth, culture, and security. These summits' agreements 
and actions have aided the region's growth and stability. Addressing Common Challenges 
SAARC summits have tackled a variety of shared concerns affecting South Asian countries, such 
as healthcare, terrorism, poverty, and the environment. The summit's deliberations and decisions 
have aided regional efforts to address these issues on a regional level. Economic Integration The 
significance of economic integration in South Asia has repeatedly been underlined at SAARC 
summits. To promote intra-regional trade and economic expansion, programs like the South 
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) have been established. Cultural Exchange At these summits, the 
preservation of South Asia's rich cultural history and cultural exchange have been emphasized. 

CONCLUSION 

Building deeper regional relationships is seen to require encouraging collaboration and cultural 
understanding. Limitations & Obstacles SAARC Summits have encountered obstacles like as 
political tensions and disagreements between member nations, which have sometimes slowed the 
development of regional cooperation. These conflicts have resulted to summits being postponed 
or called off. Slow Progress: In certain circumstances, it has taken a while to execute the 
decisions and resolutions from the SAARC Summits. The inability to accomplish the stated goals 
has been hampered by administrative obstacles, political tensions, and resource shortages. 
Possibility of Positive Change Despite difficulties, SAARC summits still have the ability to 
promote harmony and collaboration in South Asia. The success of the organization still depends 
on member nations' ability to put aside their differences and cooperate. 

Rejuvenation Required SAARC Summits may need to be reformed and rejuvenated in order to 
increase their efficacy. This can include simplifying decision-making procedures, handling 
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political conflicts more successfully, and coming up with creative answers to local problems. To 
sum up, the SAARC Summits have been essential in developing regional cooperation, tackling 
shared issues, and strengthening economic integration in South Asia. The ability for South Asian 
countries to unite, settle their differences, and work together towards a more affluent and secure 
area underpins their enduring significance even though they have encountered obstacles and 
limits. Future SAARC summits' success will rely on member nations' will to surmount 
challenges and enhance regional connections. 
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ABSTRACT: 

 In order to promote regional collaboration and integration among the South Asian Association 
for Regional collaboration (SAARC) member nations, the SAARC Secretariat is crucial. An 
overview of the roles, goals, and importance of the SAARC Secretariat in fostering regional 
peace, stability, and socioeconomic growth are given in this abstract. The eight SAARC member 
states—Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka—are 
served by the SAARC Secretariat, which has its headquarters in Kathmandu, Nepal. Since its 
establishment in 1985, the Secretariat's main goal has been to encourage member nations to 
communicate, work together, and understand one another in a variety of fields, including 
agriculture, trade, health, education, and cultural exchange. Convening meetings, conferences, 
and summits so that member nations can discuss shared problems and challenges, share ideas, 
and establish regional development strategies is one of the SAARC Secretariat's main 
responsibilities. These events offer a stage for diplomatic interaction and conflict resolution, 
promoting regional peace and stability. Additionally, the Secretariat is essential in organizing and 
carrying out regional projects and initiatives that address common problems like reducing 
poverty, combating climate change, and managing disasters. Additionally, it oversees the 
SAARC Development Fund, which provides funding for initiatives that support the social and 
economic advancement of member nations. Through initiatives like the South Asian Free Trade 
Area (SAFTA), the SAARC Secretariat encourages intra-regional trade and economic 
integration. SAARC aspires to increase the general economic prosperity of the region by 
lowering trade barriers and promoting economic cooperation. It is impossible to stress how 
important the SAARC Secretariat is to intercultural dialogue and interpersonal connections. It 
coordinates cultural celebrations, intellectual exchanges, and projects that honor South Asia's 
rich diversity and shared legacy in an effort to promote cooperation and togetherness among its 
member states. 

KEYWORDS: 

Development, Government, SAARC, Secretariat. 

INTRODUCTION 

With its eight member countries Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
Secretariat stands as a historic group within the South Asian tapestry. Since its founding in 1985, 
SAARC has carved out a distinct niche for itself on the international scene thanks to its 
dedication to promoting regional growth and cooperation in one of the world's most diversified 
and economically vibrant regions. The Secretariat, a dynamic administrative organization with its 
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headquarters in Kathmandu, Nepal, is at the center of SAARC's initiatives and acts as the hub for 
communication, cooperation, and coordination among member nations. It soon becomes clear 
that the SAARC Secretariat's duties go much beyond simple administrative duties as we set out 
to investigate the complex role and enormous importance of the organization in the context of 
regional cooperation. Instead, it is the lifeblood of South Asian diplomacy, attempting to weave 
together countries with diverse histories, cultures, and interests into a tapestry of common goals 
and advancement [1], [2]. 

The SAARC's founding principle is "Building Bridges Across Borders." 

In a region that, for most of its history, was separated by physical obstacles, political unrest, and 
cultural variety, the account of SAARC's founding is one of hope and ambition.  The leaders of 
South Asia saw the need to unite in a similar manner in the early 1980s, when the world was 
starting to see the possibilities of regional blocs as engines of economic development and 
political collaboration. This environment gave rise to the SAARC concept [3], [4]. When its 
founding members approved the "SAARC Charter" on December 8, 1985, SAARC was 
officially constituted. A regional organization devoted to advancing South Asia's socioeconomic 
growth and peace was established thanks to the charter [5], [6].  Each participating nation 
acknowledged the potential for collaboration and shared prosperity and pledged to work together 
to address the shared problems facing the area. 

The administrative center of regional cooperation is the SAARC Secretariat. 

1. The Secretariat of the SAARC, located in Nepal's ancient capital of Kathmandu, is 
essential to the organization's aspirational goals being realized.  

2. The SAARC Secretariat is the initiative's driving force, acting as a catalyst for member 
state participation, negotiation, and coordination. Its establishment was an important 
milestone in the operationalization of SAARC's mission [7], [8]. 

3. The SAARC Council of Ministers, the group's supreme governing body, provides general 
direction to the SAARC Secretariat. 

4. The Council, which is made up of the foreign ministers of the member nations, convenes 
yearly to determine the organization's strategic direction and assess its performance.  

5. The Secretary-General, who is chosen by the Council and acts as the organization's main 
administrative official, is in charge of the Secretariat's daily operations.  

6. In carrying out SAARC's missions and promoting collaboration among member nations, 
the Secretary-General is crucial. 

DISCUSSION 

A Comprehensive Approach to Regional Cooperation: The Spectrum of SAARC's 

Functions 

The SAARC Secretariat plays a significant and varied role in regional cooperation. It covers a 
broad range of duties, all of which support the organization's primary objectives of encouraging 
collaboration, tackling shared problems, and advancing the welfare of South Asians [9], [10]  

The primary areas in which the Secretariat functions are covered in detail in the following 
sections. 

1. Diplomatic Facilitation: Closing Gaps 
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i. The promotion of peaceful diplomacy and conflict resolution among member nations is at 
the heart of SAARC's goal.  

ii. Political tensions and historical wars have often harmed South Asia, making the 
Secretariat's responsibility in providing a neutral forum for diplomatic communication all 
the more crucial. It acts as a bridge between countries, enabling officials to have open 
dialogues, settle conflicts, and foster confidence. 

iii. SAARC Summits, which bring together the leaders of state and government of member 
nations, are crucially organized by the Secretariat. These summits provide a special 
chance for leaders to have high-level conversations about local and international 
concerns.  

iv. The Secretariat is essential in organizing these conversations and ensuring that each 
member's concerns and interests are taken into consideration. Consensus-building is a 
characteristic of SAARC diplomacy. 

2. Putting SAARC's Vision into Practice: From Ideas to Action 

i. The success of SAARC is determined not only by its lofty objectives but also by its 
capacity to translate these objectives into real-world activities that benefit the people of 
South Asia.  

ii. The Secretariat acts as the driving force behind the implementation of SAARC projects in 
a wide range of fields, including as poverty eradication, economic integration, 
environmental sustainability, and cross-cultural interaction. 

iii. The Secretariat works closely with member states to accomplish these goals, providing 
technical know-how and administrative assistance to make concepts a reality. It is 
essential to the planning, administration, and coordination of projects. 

iv. The Secretariat is at the forefront of SAARC's goal to better the lives of South Asian 
inhabitants, whether it is through supporting regional trade agreements, enabling cross-
border infrastructure development, or coordinating initiatives to battle climate change. 

The SAFTA Framework: Promoting Economic Integration 

A key component of SAARC's goal is economic cooperation, and the Secretariat is essential to 
pursuing this agenda. The South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) was established by SAARC 
member nations in 2006 after they realized the enormous potential of regional trade and 
economic integration. SAFTA intends to promote regional trade liberalization, lower tariffs, and 
remove non-tariff trade obstacles. 

By supporting discussions, keeping an eye on trade flows, and helping member states remove 
barriers to intra-regional trade, the SAARC Secretariat actively promotes the implementation of 
SAFTA. This project has the potential to stimulate South Asia's economy significantly, 
promoting wealth and employment development. 

Addressing Common Challenges: Collaborative Approaches 

i. Numerous widespread issues, such as poverty, unequal access to healthcare, a lack of 
food security, and the effects of climate change, plague South Asia. In order to facilitate 
coordinated efforts to address these concerns together, the SAARC Secretariat is 
essential. 
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ii. It acts as a center for the exchange of best practices, resource pooling, and information 
sharing. The Secretariat organizes regional programs to fight poverty, provide access to 
healthcare, increase food security, and lessen the impact of natural catastrophes. 

iii. The Secretariat increases the effect of individual initiatives by bringing member states 
together to pool knowledge and resources, moving South Asia closer to becoming 
egalitarian and resilient. 

Exchanges between cultures and people: Promoting a Common Identity 

i. Beyond political and economic co-operation, the Secretariat understands the value of 
interpersonal relationships and cultural exchange in creating a stronger, more cohesive 
South Asia.  

ii. The Secretariat actively encourages the celebration and preservation of the region's great 
mix of cultures, languages, and customs. 

iii. It enables cultural exchanges, art exhibits, festivals, and educational initiatives amongst 
member nations, giving individuals the chance to learn about and enjoy the many cultures 
of South Asia.  

iv. These initiatives not only build cultural ties but also aid in the development of a common 
South Asian identity, promoting a feeling of cohesion among the inhabitants of the area. 

As a Beacon of South Asian Cooperation, the SAARC Secretariat 

As we explore the SAARC Secretariat's many roles and importance, it becomes evident that this 
organization is more than just an administrative body; it is the embodiment of South Asia's 

ambitions for peace, development, and togetherness. It serves as evidence of the member nations' 
ongoing dedication to work through past differences. 

CONCLUSION 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat is a crucial 
administrative entity tasked with supporting and managing the SAARC organization's operations 
and efforts.  The organization's main administrative center is the SAARC Secretariat. It is in 
charge of setting up meetings, keeping track of information, and providing logistical assistance to 
different SAARC entities, such as the Standing Committee and the Council of Ministers. 
Facilitator of Regional Cooperation the Secretariat is essential in encouraging member nations to 
cooperate regionally. It facilitates communication and cooperation among member nations on a 
range of topics, including as commerce, economic growth, culture, and security. SAARC efforts 
and decisions taken at summits and other meetings must be put into action, and the Secretariat is 
in charge of doing so. It helps member nations turn resolutions and agreements into actionable 
steps. Research and Data Gathering It gathers information and conducts studies on a range of 
regional problems to help member governments make wise decisions. 

This knowledge exchange helps us successfully handle prevalent problems. Cultural Promotion: 
The Secretariat fosters interstate cultural dialogue and mutual respect. To commemorate the rich 
cultural variety of South Asia, it arranges cultural events and activities. Support for Specialized 
Bodies It offers assistance to a number of specific SAARC entities, including the SAARC 
Regional Centers and the SAARC Development Fund. These entities can perform more 
efficiently because to this support. Limitations and Challenges including the organization as a 
whole, the SAARC Secretariat has encountered difficulties including political tensions and 
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disagreements amongst member nations. These conflicts have sometimes made it more difficult 
for it to operate efficiently and carry out regional projects. Financial Resources: The availability 
of financial resources has an impact on how successful the Secretariat is. To efficiently perform 
its many tasks and encourage regional collaboration, it needs enough resources. Potential for 
Improvement The SAARC Secretariat may need to make changes and advancements in areas like 
resource mobilization, decision-making procedures, and dispute resolution methods in order to 
increase its efficacy. The SAARC Secretariat is crucial in organizing and coordinating regional 
cooperation among South Asian countries, to sum up. Even though it has had difficulties and has 
its limits, it is nevertheless a vital institution for achieving the goals of the SAARC alliance. Its 
potential to strengthen regional cooperation depends on its capacity to adjust to changing 
conditions, handle political disputes, and get the resources required to perform its duties 
efficiently. The performance of the SAARC organization as a whole in fostering regional peace, 
stability, and development is intimately related to the functioning of the SAARC Secretariat. 
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ABSTRACT: 

 The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is made up of important 
institutions, which are represented by SAARC Regional Centers. These centers, which include 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, are specialist 
institutions created to meet particular economic and social development requirements of SAARC 
member nations. Agriculture, health, the environment, and disaster management are just a few of 
the many industries that the SAARC Regional Centers handle. They act as forums for 
cooperation, information exchange, and the implementation of cooperative initiatives by member 
governments with the goal of resolving shared problems and raising standard of living 
throughout the area. One notable instance is the SAARC Agriculture Center (SAC), which 
focuses on agricultural research and development, exchanging best practices, and improving 
food security within the region. Another such is the SAARC Disaster Management Center 
(SDMC), which is essential to disaster planning and response given the region's susceptibility to 
cyclones, floods, and earthquakes. These facilities encourage member nations to work together, 
enhance their capacities, and share their knowledge. They help SAARC achieve its objectives of 
regional cooperation, economic development, and social advancement. Each center runs with the 
approval and assistance of the member state in which it is situated, enabling active involvement 
and participation in regional development initiatives. In conclusion, SAARC Regional Centers 
are specialized organizations that promote collaboration and growth throughout South Asia in 
significant industries. They are essential in tackling regional issues, increasing information 
exchange among member nations, and promoting cooperation for the benefit of the local 
populace. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is an organization of South 
Asian nations, which was established on 8 December 1985 when the government of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka formally adopted its charter providing 
for the promotion of economic and social progress, cultural development within the South Asia 
region and also for friendship and cooperation with other developing countries.  
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Afghanistan joined the organization in 2007.  

It is headquartered in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

The meetings of the heads of the states are usually scheduled annually while the meetings of 
foreign secretaries, twice in a year The objectives of the Association as defined in the Charter are  

i. To promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and to improve their quality of life;  
ii. To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region 

and to provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full 
potential [1], [2];  

iii. To promote and strengthen selective self-reliance among the countries of South Asia;  
iv. To contribute to mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one another’s problems; 

To promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic, social, cultural 
and technical and scientific fields;  

v. To strengthen cooperation with other developing countries [3], [4];  
vi. To strengthen cooperation among themselves in international forums on matters of 

common interest; and  
vii. To cooperate with international and regional organizations with similar aims and 

purposes. Respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, political equality and 
independence of all member states.  Non- interference in the internal matters is one of its 
objectives. 

 Cooperation for mutual benefit.  

i. All decisions to be taken unanimously and need a quorum of all eight members. 
ii. All bilateral issues to be kept aside and only multilateral (involving many countries) 

issues to be discussed without being prejudiced by bilateral issues. 
iii. Council of Ministers 
iv. Standing Committee 
v. Technical Committee 
vi. Programming Committee 
vii. Secretariat 

The areas of cooperation are as follows: 

i. Agriculture and Rural Development  
ii. Investment and Commercial Dispute Settlement  
iii. Biotechnology  
iv. Culture  
v. Economic and Trade 
vi. Education  
vii. Energy  
viii. Environment  
ix. Finance  
x. Food Security and SAARC  
xi. Information and Communication Technology 
xii. Poverty Alleviation  

xiii. Science and Technology 
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xiv. Security Aspects- Drug and Drug related crimes  
xv. Terrorism Police matters  

Social Development 

Tourism Funding Mechanism 

i. First summit: 7-8 December, 1985 (Dhaka)  
ii. Second Summit: 16-17 November, 1986 (Bangalore)  
iii. Third Summit: 2-4 November, 1987 (Kathmandu) 
iv. Fourth Summit: 29-31 December, 1988 (Islamabad)  
v. Fifth Summit:21-23 November, 1990 (Male)  
vi. Sixth Summit: 21 December, 1991 (Colombo) 
vii. Seventh Summit :10-11 April, 1993 (Dhaka) 
viii. Eighth Summit:2-4 May,1995 (New Delhi)  
ix. Ninth Summit: 12-14 May, 1997 (Maldives) 
x. Tenth Summit:29-31 July, 1998 (Colombo) 
xi. Eleventh Summit: 4-6 January, 2002 (Kathmandu) 
xii. Twelfth Summit: 2-6 January, 2004 (Islamabad) 
xiii. Thirteenth Summit : 12-13 November, 2005 (Dhaka)  
xiv. Fourteenth Summit : 3-4 April, 2007 (New Delhi)  
xv. Fifteenth Summit : 1-3 August, 2008 (Colombo) 
xvi. Sixteenth Summit: 28-29 April, 2010 (Thimphu)  
xvii. Seventeenth Summit: 10-11 November, 2011 (Maldives)  
xviii. Eighteenth Summit: 26-27 November, 2014 (Kathmandu)  
xix. Nineteenth Summit:15-19 November,2016(Islamabad) 

SAARC Specialized Bodies 

i. SAARC Development Fund (SDF)  
ii. South Asian University (SAU)  
iii. SAARC Arbitration Council 
iv. South Asian Regional Standards Organization 

DISCUSSION 

Problems  

South Asia continues to be plagued with ongoing disputes among nations, and the countries of 
the SAARC are grappling with conflicts within their own national territorial boundaries. Tiffs 
between India and Pakistan have dominated SAARC since its formation in 1985, and played the 
central role of failing to boost economic growth and collective self-reliance. Both countries have 
undermined the bloc to the extent that members do more trade through bilateral partnerships than 
as a region. As a result, growth gaps in South Asia have been widening sharply[5], [6]. 

The various problems faced by the association are as follows:  

i. Policy of non-interference  
ii. Championed by soft power of India.  
iii. Large variety regional and cultural differences.  
iv. Lack of financial resources and advanced technologies  
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v. Bilateral dispute and differences 
vi. Political instability  
vii. Geopolitical tensions  

viii. Trust deficit and lack of social cohesion  
ix. Global challenges 
x. Internal problems constituting social, economic and developmental issues.  
xi. Low level of Intra SAARC trade  
xii. Suffers from an acute resource crunch  

xiii. Underdeveloped Infrastructure  
xiv. Food Security reserve failed to meet the need during crisis in certain states.  

xv. Lack of effective implication of SAARC programmes. 

Propects 

i. SAARC, as an organization, reflects the South Asian identity of the countries, historically 
and contemporarily.  

ii. This is a naturally made geographical identity. Equally, there is a cultural, linguistic, 
religious and culinary affinity that defines South Asia.  

iii. South Asia needs increased co-operations among its countries to face challenges posed by 
hikes in food prices, energy prices, recurrent disasters and climate change due to 
geographic, economic, cultural and other strategic reasons [7], [8].  

iv. South Asia has distinct advantages to cooperate in many areas including cross border 
infrastructure and services. 

v. South Asia has shown impressive growth in the last decade.  
vi. This growth is reflected in the growth of trade and investment in the region. 
vii. India has been star performer among all South Asian countries. 
viii. More global integration and South Asia’s proximity to the growing Asian region 

(China, ASEAN) are explanatory factors of this growth. 
ix. Large human capital base combined with competition through open economies is playing 

a crucial role in the growth process.  
x. Increased remittances and growing middle class with high purchasing power. 
xi. Youth bulge in a perspective possible demographic dividend.  
xii. High growth in services with modern technology. 

In a region increasingly targeted by Chinese investment and loans, SAARC could be a common 
platform to demand more sustainable alternatives for development, or to oppose trade tariffs 
together, or to demand better terms for South Asian labour around the world.  The potential of 
organization to maintain peace and stability in the region should be explored by all the member 
countries [9]. SAARC should be allowed to progress naturally and the people of South Asia , 
who make up a quarter of the world’s population should be offered more people-to- people 
contact and cultural cohesiveness [10]. 

CONCLUSION 

Within the SAARC structure, the Regional Centers for SAARC (South Asian Association for 
Regional collaboration) are specialized organizations that each concentrate on certain facets of 
regional development and collaboration. In light of my most recent information update in 
September 2021, the following may be said about SAARC Regional Centers. specialist 
Knowledge The SAARC Regional Centers provide resources and specialist knowledge in a 
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variety of fields, including agriculture, public health, the environment, and poverty reduction. 
These facilities operate as focal points for operations including capacity-building, training, and 
research. boosting cooperation: By allowing the sharing of information, best practices, and 
experiences in certain areas, they play a significant role in boosting cooperation among member 
states. This cooperation may result in better regional policies and procedures. Building Capacity: 
The centers concentrate on training, seminars, and activities that improve the knowledge and 
abilities of professionals and officials from member nations. The improvement of institutional 
capacity and the growth of human resources both benefit the area. Resolving Regional Issues: 
SAARC Regional Centers play a key role in resolving regional issues, such as those pertaining to 
agriculture, health, and the environment.  

They provide member nations a forum to cooperatively address these problems, promoting 
regional stability and growth. Promoting Research: These institutions carry out research and 
studies to provide information and insights on local problems. The study results may influence 
policy development and decision-making in member states, resulting in solutions that are 
supported by facts. Resource Sharing Regional Centers often assist member nations in 
exchanging resources, technology, and experience. Through sharing, resources may be used more 
effectively and people may help one another during emergencies or crises. Challenges and 
financing: Like previous SAARC efforts, the SAARC Regional Centers have had difficulties 
with financing, coordination, and member state political issues. For them to continue to be 
successful, adequate financial backing and political collaboration are necessary.  

Adaptation and Innovation: SAARC Regional Centers may need to adjust to changing regional 
dynamics and make use of cutting-edge techniques and technology in their specific fields of 
competence in order to stay relevant and productive. In conclusion, SAARC Regional Centers 
are essential for fostering regional collaboration, solving shared issues, and building South Asian 
countries' capacities in certain fields. Their particular emphasis and knowledge support the 
organization's overarching goals, which include promoting social advancement, economic 
prosperity, and regional stability. The member nations' willingness to provide the required 
funding and work well together to resolve regional challenges is essential to the future 
functioning of these centers. 
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ABSTRACT: 

Within the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) framework, the SAARC 
Free economic Area (SAFTA) is a significant regional economic pact. SAFTA, which was 
established in 2006, is an important step towards greater economic cooperation and integration 
among its eight members, which are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. By lowering or eliminating tariffs and non-tariff obstacles to the 
interchange of products among member nations, SAFTA's main goal is to encourage intra-
regional commerce. As part of SAFTA, participating nations agree to gradually lower tariffs, 
fostering a more favorable business climate in the area. By maximizing the region's potential for 
economic growth, this agreement seeks to promote economic development, provide job 
opportunities, and reduce poverty. SAFTA intends to execute the agreement in phases, enabling 
member nations to gradually liberalize trade over a predetermined time frame. To ensure that the 
region's least developed nations benefit from the agreement without experiencing excessive 
economic burden, special and differentiated treatment measures are also included. SAFTA fosters 
collaboration in a number of additional areas, such as technical standards, customs practices, and 
trade-related capacity development, in addition to lowering trade barriers. The agreement 
represents the joint determination of SAARC member nations to fortify their economic links, 
advance regional growth, and improve their combined position on the world economic scene. 
SAFTA, or the SAARC Free Trade Area, is an important regional trade pact that seeks to 
promote economic integration and cooperation among South Asian countries. SAFTA helps 
member nations' economies grow and develop by lowering trade barriers and fostering intra-
regional commerce, eventually aiming to create a more prosperous and integrated South Asia. 

KEYWORDS: 

Area, Agreement, SAFTA, SAARC, Trade. 

INTRODUCTION 

In the center of South Asia, a region of great variety, complexity, and unrealized economic 
potential, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Free Trade Area 
stands as a light of opportunity and optimism. SAARC, which was established in 1985 with the 
intention of fostering regional cooperation and development, brings together eight nearby 
nations: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 
The establishment of a Free Trade Area (FTA) is one of SAARC's most ambitious projects since 
it would make it easier for people to transport products and services throughout the region, spur 
economic development, and raise millions of people's standards of living. Although SAARC has 
achieved tremendous progress in this quest over the years, problems still exist. This in-depth 
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investigation seeks to clarify the development, relevance, difficulties, and future possibilities of 
the SAARC Free Trade Area as it works to alter South Asia's economic environment [1], [2]. 

SAARC's Development: From Vision to Reality 

When SAARC was created, the concept of regional cooperation in South Asia was not new. 
Although there were many historical, cultural, and economic connections in the area, political 
and bilateral conflicts often eclipsed the likelihood of cooperation. SAARC was created as a 
diplomatic forum for these countries to interact, put aside their differences, and work toward 
common objectives. On December 8, 1985, the charter for SAARC was adopted in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, and the organization was effectively established. The group was founded with the 
intention of fostering regional security, peace, and prosperity via teamwork. The goals of 
SAARC were centered on economic integration and collaboration from the beginning [3], [4]. 

The signing of the SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) in 1993 was one of the 
early manifestations of this economic desire. In order to ultimately create a Free Trade Area, 
SAPTA established the groundwork for lowering tariffs and trade restrictions inside the area. The 
requirements of SAPTA were intended to be implemented gradually over many years in order to 
promote economic development, reduce poverty, and boost regional commerce. 

The SAARC Free Trade Area Roadmap 

A major accomplishment in the area of regional economic integration is the creation of the 
SAARC Free Trade Area. Its objective is to remove tariffs and non-tariff trade restrictions among 
member nations, fostering a climate that will promote greater trade and economic development. 
But the path to achieving this goal has been paved with both victories and setbacks. 

The conversion of SAPTA into the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) in 2004 was the first 
key step toward the SAARC Free Trade Area. The objectives of SAFTA were to hasten and 
broaden the liberalization process. Under SAFTA, participating nations agreed to lower their 
tariffs on a variety of products over a certain time frame [5], [6]. 

SAFTA was established on the tenets of reciprocity, justice, and consideration for the unique 
requirements of the region's least developed nations. With provisions for technical assistance and 
special treatment for the least developed countries (LDCs), the agreement took into account the 
different degrees of development among SAARC members and aimed to guarantee that everyone 
could benefit from trade liberalization. 

The SAARC Free Trade Area's Importance 

For South Asia and the whole world, the SAARC Free Trade Area is of utmost importance. With 
roughly one-fifth of the world's population, this developing economic area has enormous 
potential to develop into a thriving and active trade sector. The SAARC Free Trade Area is 
significant for many reasons. 

DISCUSSION 

The SAARC area is marked by substantial economic differences. 

1. Regional Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction. While some of the member countries, 
like India, have seen great economic progress, others, like Afghanistan and Nepal, still have a 
long way to go in terms of development. By boosting commerce, luring capital, and generating 
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employment opportunities, the SAARC Free commerce Area has the potential to support more 
balanced economic growth. This in turn may help millions of people in the area live better lives 
and fight against poverty. 

2. Promoting intra-regional trade: Historically, South Asian nations have traded with one 
another at a far lower rate than they did with other areas. By lowering trade obstacles and 
enticing member nations to do more business with their neighbors, the SAARC Free Trade Area 
aims to buck this trend. Increased intra-regional commerce may result in a more diversified 
economy, one that is more resilient, and one that is less reliant on outside markets [7], [8]. 

3. Strengthening Political and Diplomatic Ties: The SAARC Free Trade Area includes 
political and diplomatic components in addition to its economic ones. By promoting stronger 
economic linkages, it may help member nations cooperate and trust one another, thereby 
reducing long-standing political tensions and conflicts. South Asia's stability and peace are 
important for the whole world as well as the region. 

4. Increased Competitiveness: South Asian industry may become more competitive as a result 
of increased regional trade. Countries in the area must raise the quality and effectiveness of their 
goods and services as they work to increase market access. This desire for competitiveness may 
lead to innovation, better infrastructure, and higher product standards, all of which are 
advantageous to both consumers and companies[9], [10]. 

5. Global Economic Integration: For South Asian countries, the SAARC Free Trade Area is a 
first step toward deeper global economic integration. The SAARC members are better positioned 
to participate in the larger global economy by harmonizing their trade rules and regulations. This 
may increase the region's involvement in global value chains, draw in foreign investment, and 
foster technical transfer. 

Issues and Obstacles to Implementation 

The SAARC Free Trade Area has a lot of potential, but it also faces a number of difficulties and 
roadblocks that have prevented it from reaching its full potential. 

Political Conflicts and Bilateral Conflicts: Regional economic integration has sometimes been 
stalled by political conflicts and protracted diplomatic disagreements. The SAARC region's 
member states have complicated historical and political ties that may make it difficult to work 
together on trade-related problems. For instance, SAARC endeavors have often been eclipsed by 
the India-Pakistan war. 

Non-Tariff Barriers and Trade Facilitation: Sanitary and phytosanitary regulations, customs 
processes, and standards all continue to obstruct intra-regional trade. The process of harmonizing 
and streamlining this legislation is still difficult since it calls for cooperation across member 
states with different capabilities and goals. 

Infrastructure Deficits: The efficient movement of commodities throughout the area is 
hampered by inadequate infrastructure, particularly transportation and logistics networks. 
Reducing trade costs and raising the competitiveness of South Asian economies need improved 
infrastructural connections. 

Disparate Levels of Development: The SAARC member nations' various levels of development 
provide a serious problem. While some nations are capable of competing on a global scale, 
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others, especially LDCs, need specific help and consideration in order to successfully participate 
in the SAARC Free Trade Area. It's challenging to strike a balance between everyone's interests 
and fair benefits. 

Geopolitical issues: As a strategically significant area, South Asia, geopolitical factors might 
have an impact on economic cooperation. The effectiveness of SAARC activities may be 
impacted by the participation of outside forces and regional rivalry. 

SAARC's Free Trade Area's potential 

Despite these obstacles, there are many reasons to be optimistic about the SAARC Free Trade 
Area's future. A powerful driver of advancement is the member nations' dedication to regional 
cooperation and the possible economic gains. Additionally, outside variables 

The South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) is a pact that aims to encourage economic integration 
and trade liberalization among members of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). As of my most recent information update in September 2021, the 
SAARC Free Trade Area is as follows commerce Promotion the South Asian Free Trade Area 
(SAFTA) is a key step in encouraging commerce within the area. It aims to increase intra-
regional commerce and economic development by lowering and removing tariffs and trade 
barriers between member nations. Regional Economic Integration: The significance of regional 
economic integration is emphasized by SAFTA.  

It aspires to enhance economic engagement and cooperation by establishing a shared economic 
space among SAARC member nations. Tariff Reduction The agreement has clauses that provide 
for gradually lowering tariffs on a variety of products. South Asian goods are anticipated to 
become more competitive in regional markets as a result of this decrease, perhaps resulting in 
greater trade volumes. SAFTA's complete implementation has encountered difficulties, despite 
the fact that it has a lot of potential. Its full potential has been hampered by problems including 
non-tariff obstacles, political unrest, and a lack of infrastructural connection.  

Positive Effect on Regional Economies: Despite difficulties, SAFTA has had a favorable effect 
on a few regional economic sectors. It has facilitated the movement of certain commodities and 
pushed South Asian nations to diversify their economies. SAFTA emphasizes inclusive 
development because it understands the need to make sure that the advantages of trade 
liberalization are distributed widely across society. It has mechanisms to support economically 
struggling member nations and safeguard weak sectors. 

CONCLUSION 

With a large population and a variety of economies, South Asia has the potential to develop 
significantly via improved regional commerce. SAFTA may act as a spur for regional economic 
growth and poverty eradication. In the framework of the dynamics of world commerce, SAFTA 
is still important. Regional trade agreements like SAFTA are becoming more significant as 
nations try to diversify their trading partners and lessen their dependence on outside markets. 
Future Obstacles For SAFTA to be as effective as possible, member nations must overcome 
lingering issues such non-tariff obstacles, infrastructure improvement, and political squabbles. 
All of the member nations must work together and maintain their commitment. SAFTA, or the 
SAARC Free Trade Area, is a key regional project that aims to advance trade, economic 
integration, and inclusive development in South Asia. Despite difficulties with execution, it 
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nevertheless has the ability to increase regional economic development and reduce poverty. The 
willingness of the SAFTA member states to remove current trade restrictions and cooperate to 
create a more supportive regional economic climate is essential to the agreement's success. 
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ABSTRACT: 

A crucial financial organization within the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) is the SAARC Development Fund (SDF). The SAARC member nations of 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka make up the 
SDF, which was established in 2010 as a financial mechanism to assist and finance development 
projects and initiatives within the SAARC. The SAARC Development Fund's main goal is to 
lessen socioeconomic inequities within the region through funding initiatives that encourage 
economic development, poverty eradication, and sustainable development. Infrastructure, 
education, healthcare, agriculture, and energy are among the areas that are emphasized as being 
crucial to the region's prosperity. Each financing window used by the SDF is devoted to a 
different set of development goals. By addressing the specific demands and difficulties 
encountered by SAARC member nations, these windows ensure sure that the fund's funds are 
efficiently directed into initiatives that directly improve people's lives. The SDF's dedication to 
inclusive and sustainable development stands out as one of its most remarkable characteristics. It 
places a strong emphasis on the involvement of all member nations, even the less developed 
ones, and works to guarantee that development initiatives are socially and ecologically 
responsible. By providing funding for initiatives that benefit many member nations, the SAARC 
Development Fund plays a crucial part in fostering regional cooperation and integration. 
Additionally, it encourages cooperation between governments, non-governmental organizations, 
and the commercial sector, helping SAARC to fulfill its main goals. Finally, it should be noted 
that the SAARC Development Fund (SDF) is an important financial organization whose goal is 
to support sustainable and equitable growth across the South Asian area. The SDF is crucial in 
promoting regional cooperation and integration while also improving the well-being of citizens 
of SAARC member nations by funding initiatives that address urgent socioeconomic concerns. 

KEYWORDS: 

Development, Fund, Financial, Organization SAARC. 

INTRODUCTION 

In an effort to promote regional cooperation and economic growth, eight South Asian neighbors 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka formed the 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in 1985. The SAARC 
Development Fund (SDF) has become a key organization within the SAARC framework for 
eliminating poverty, fostering economic growth, and encouraging sustainable development in the 
region. This thorough investigation looks at the SAARC Development Fund's history, goals, 
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workings, successes, difficulties, and hopes for the future while examining how it contributes to 
the socioeconomic development of South Asian countries. 

History and Establishment of SAARC Development Fund 

The SAARC member states' shared aim of regional cooperation and development served as the 
foundation for the creation of the SAARC Development Fund (SDF). The SAARC organization 
was created as a venue to discuss the socioeconomic problems that South Asian countries 
confront. The concept of establishing a specialist fund for regional development progressively 
gained support in this setting [1], [2]. 

When the SAARC Council of Ministers approved the SAARC Development Fund 
(Establishment) Agreement on April 29, 2010, the SDF was legally constituted. This signaled a 
commitment to tackle the development gaps that are pervasive in South Asia and represented a 
critical turning point in the organization's history. The main objectives of the fund were to 
promote sustainable growth, infrastructural development, and the reduction of poverty in the 
area. 

the SAARC Development Fund's goals 

The broad goals of the SAARC Development Fund are to promote regional collaboration and 
prosperity. They are as follows: 

1. Poverty Alleviation: The main objective of the SDF is to lessen poverty in South Asia. The 
fund aims to provide funding for initiatives and projects that directly assist economically and 
socially underprivileged people and solve the critical issues associated with poverty in the area. 

2. Infrastructure Development: The foundation of economic expansion is infrastructure. The 
SDF aspires to engage in vital infrastructure initiatives that may boost commerce, increase 
connectivity, and boost regional economic activity. These initiatives include, among other things, 
the transportation, energy, and telecommunications sectors. 

3. Human Resource Development: The SDF supports programs that emphasize education, 
healthcare, and skill development because it understands the significance of human capital in 
development. With these initiatives, the workforce in the area will be given the information and 
abilities required to promote innovation and economic progress. 

4. Trade and Economic Integration: The SDF promotes greater trade and economic ties among 
SAARC members. In order to harness the region's economic potential and lower trade obstacles, 
it aims to facilitate cross-border commerce, investment, and corporate cooperation. 

5. Environmental Sustainability: The SDF's strategy is based on the idea of sustainable 
development. It helps fund initiatives and programs that advance environmental protection, the 
use of renewable energy sources, and climate resiliency, making South Asia a greener and more 
sustainable region. 

DISCUSSION 

Mechanisms for the SAARC Development Fund's operations 

The SDF's operational framework is intended to efficiently direct funding toward worthwhile 
initiatives in South Asia. The fund adheres to the following major guidelines: 
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1. The SDF is controlled by a Board of Directors, which includes representatives from each 
SAARC member state. This governance framework guarantees inclusive decision-making that 
takes into account the varied needs and objectives of the area [3], [4]. 

2. Funding Sources: The SAARC member nations, development partners, and other sources 
also contribute to the SDF. Each member state pledges to support the fund financially, while 
development partners may contribute via grants or subsidized loans. 

3. Project Selection and Implementation: The SDF assesses project proposals in accordance 
with the goals and standards of the fund. Then, in partnership with national governments and 
other stakeholders, chosen initiatives are put into action. Throughout the course of a project, the 
fund places a strong emphasis on local ownership, transparency, and responsibility. 

4. Monitoring and Evaluation: The SDF uses excellent monitoring and evaluation methods to 
guarantee the success of its activities. These procedures evaluate the status, results, and effect of 
projects, enabling ongoing development and education. 

5. Technical Assistance and Capacity Building: The SDF helps member states efficiently plan, 
carry out, and manage development initiatives by providing technical assistance and capacity-
building support. Sharing of information, instruction, and the promotion of best practices are all 
included in this support[5], [6]. 

SAARC Development Fund Successes and Effects 

The SAARC Development Fund has significantly advanced regional collaboration and 
development since its founding. Its effects may be seen in many dimensions: 

1. Poverty Reduction: The SDF has supported initiatives that directly assist marginalized 
groups, helping to reduce poverty in South Asia. Initiatives in healthcare, education, and 
livelihood development are among these endeavors. 

2. Infrastructure Development: Trade facilitation and regional connectivity have both 
improved as a result of investments in vital infrastructure. The development and integration of 
the economy have been facilitated by improved energy, transportation, and road infrastructure. 

3. Human Resource Development: The region's human capital has been bolstered by the SDF's 
support of educational and skill-development initiatives. A more skilled and flexible workforce 
that can spur innovation and productivity has been produced as a consequence. 

4. Trade and Economic Integration: The SDF has expanded intra-regional trade and 
investment as a result of its initiatives to lower trade barriers and advance economic integration. 
This has boosted economic activity and given enterprises in South Asia new chances. 

5. Environmental Sustainability: Projects that emphasize renewable energy, environmental 
preservation, and climate resilience demonstrate the SDF's dedication to sustainability. These 
programs are crucial for reducing the effects of climate change in the area. 

Problems and Prospects for the Future 

Despite its successes, the SAARC Development Fund confronts a number of difficulties that 
should be taken into account:  
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1. Political Tensions and Bilateral Conflicts: The operations and efficacy of the fund have 
sometimes been hampered by political tensions and protracted conflicts among SAARC member 
nations. Collaboration and resource mobilization may be hampered by these conflicts [7], [8]. 

2. Resource Mobilization: It is still difficult to get sufficient and ongoing financing for the SDF. 
For the fund to be viable and have an effect, member nations' financial obligations and the 
recruitment of development partners are crucial. 

3.Implementation ability: Both at the national and regional levels, effective project 
implementation needs strong institutional ability. This capacity-building and -strengthening 
effort is continuing. 

4. Alignment with National goals: For ownership and effect, SDF-funded initiatives must be in 
line with the national goals of the participating countries. It might be challenging to balance 
regional and national development objectives. 

5. Geopolitical Factors: The geopolitical realities of South Asia might affect how the fund 
operates. Decision-making and the distribution of resources may be impacted by regional 
rivalries and the participation of outside authorities [9], [10]. 

The SAARC Development Fund's future possibilities are still dependent on the region's capacity 
to surmount hurdles and realize its unrealized potential for development and collaboration. The 
SDF is a monument to the shared desire of its member nations to promote a more affluent and 
linked South Asia as the region continues its path toward greater regional integration and 
development. The SAARC Development Fund's development, successes, problems, and 
opportunities will all be thoroughly examined as part of this investigation, which will go deeper 
into each of these areas as it works to fulfill its mandate of promoting regional cooperation and 
well-being. 

CONCLUSION 

Facilitating Regional Development: The SAARC Development Fund is a critical mechanism for 
facilitating and financing development projects and programs in South Asia. It plays a crucial 
role in addressing regional challenges and promoting economic growth. Funding Diverse 
Sectors: SDF supports projects across various sectors, including infrastructure development, 
poverty alleviation, social welfare, and environmental sustainability. This diversification reflects 
a comprehensive approach to addressing the region's multifaceted development needs. 
Empowering Member States: SDF empowers SAARC member states by providing financial 
resources, technical expertise, and capacity-building support for project implementation. It 
encourages self-reliance and ownership of development initiatives within the region. Poverty 
Reduction: A significant focus of SDF is on poverty reduction and social development. By 
funding projects that directly benefit vulnerable populations, SDF contributes to improving the 
living standards of people in South Asia. Economic Integration SDF aligns with the goal of 
economic integration within the SAARC region. It promotes regional cooperation by facilitating 
the financing of cross-border infrastructure projects and trade facilitation measures. Challenges 
in Fund Allocation: The allocation of funds and the selection of projects have faced challenges 
related to the equitable distribution of resources among member states and ensuring that the most 
impactful projects receive funding. Resource Mobilization: The success of SDF depends on its 
ability to mobilize adequate financial resources. Member states' financial contributions, as well 
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as external donor support, are essential to sustain and expand the fund's activities. Coordination 
and Implementation Effective coordination among member states and timely project 
implementation are critical for realizing the intended outcomes of SDF-funded projects. 
Continued Relevance as South Asia experiences evolving development needs and opportunities, 
SDF's continued relevance hinges on its adaptability to emerging challenges and its ability to 
align its initiatives with the changing dynamics of the region. In conclusion, the SAARC 
Development Fund (SDF) is an important instrument for promoting regional development and 
addressing common challenges within the SAARC region. By providing financial resources and 
technical support for a wide range of development projects, SDF contributes to the improvement 
of living conditions, economic growth, and social progress in South Asia. Its success depends on 
the commitment of member states to provide funding and effective project management, as well 
as its ability to adapt to the changing needs of the region.  

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) established the SAARC 
Development Fund (SDF) as a financial organization to assist and advance regional development 
efforts within the SAARC area. Here is a conclusion on the SAARC Development Fund as of my 
most recent knowledge update in September 2021 Facilitating Regional Development The 
SAARC Development Fund is a crucial tool for coordinating and funding South Asian 
development projects and initiatives. In resolving local issues and fostering economic 
development, it is essential. Providing Financial assistance for Diverse Sectors: SDF provides 
financial assistance for initiatives in a range of fields, including as infrastructure improvement, 
poverty reduction, social welfare, and environmental sustainability. This diversity demonstrates a 
thorough strategy for meeting the region's varied economic demands. By providing financial 
resources, technical know-how, and assistance with capacity development for project execution, 
SDF strengthens SAARC member states. It promotes independence and regional initiative 
ownership for development. Social development and poverty alleviation are major areas of 
emphasis for SDF. The SDF makes a contribution to raising the quality of life for people in 
South Asia by supporting initiatives that directly assist underprivileged communities.  

Economic Integration SDF supports the objective of regional economic integration within 
SAARC. It encourages regional cooperation by making it easier to finance international 
infrastructure projects and trade facilitation initiatives. Money Allocation Issues: The equal 
distribution of resources among member states and ensuring that the most effective projects get 
financing have been issues that have arisen throughout the money allocation process. Resource 
Mobilization: SDF's capacity to gather enough financial resources is essential to its success. The 
financial assistance of member nations and other donors is necessary to maintain and grow the 
operations of the fund. cooperation and Project Implementation: Successful project 
implementation and timely member state cooperation are essential for achieving the goals of 
SDF-funded initiatives. Continuing Relevance: As South Asia experiences changing 
development possibilities and requirements, SDF's continuing relevance depends on its capacity 
to adapt to new problems and to coordinate its actions with the shifting dynamics of the area. 
Finally, it should be noted that the SAARC Development Fund (SDF) is a crucial tool for 
advancing regional development and resolving shared issues within the SAARC area. SDF helps 
to raise living standards, promote economic growth, and advance social progress in South Asia 
by providing financial resources and technical assistance for a variety of development initiatives. 
Its success relies on the willingness of the member governments to provide finance, efficient 
project management, and the capacity to adjust to the changing demands of the area. 
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ABSTRACT: 

Since its founding in 1985, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has 
faced ongoing political difficulties. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka are the eight nations that make up SAARC. Although the organization 
was created with the noble intention of promoting regional cooperation and prosperity, over time, 
a number of political obstacles have impeded its growth. The following are some of the 
significant political difficulties that SAARC is now facing: Bilateral disputes: The ongoing 
bilateral disputes, particularly the rivalry between India and Pakistan, may be the biggest 
political problem facing SAARC. The potential for collaboration within SAARC has often been 
eclipsed by these conflicts, which have caused the delay or cancellation of multiple SAARC 
meetings. These conflicts are based on territory disputes and historical issues. Different national 
interests are shown by SAARC member nations, as are their political philosophies and top 
priorities. It may be difficult to come to an agreement because of these conflicting interests about 
resource allocation, the direction of regional activities, and the rate of integration. In light of 
regional cooperation measures, several member nations are worried that their sovereignty may be 
at risk of being eroded. They worry that choices taken collectively by SAARC may violate their 
national sovereignty.  

KEYWORDS: 

Cooperation, Political, Regional, SAARC. 

INTRODUCTION 

These issues are genuinely regional in scope, affecting all south Asian polities directly or 
indirectly, and pressing for regional political initiatives due to a complex shared background of 
social, ethnic, political, and economic features (whose analysis is outside of my current purpose). 
What does it mean for the degree of collaboration a regional organization like SAARC has in 
place? 

Geopolitical Influence: The participation of outside forces and observer governments in 
SAARC has sometimes generated rivalry and distrust among member nations. External 
geopolitical interests may have an impact on intra-SAARC dynamics. Border conflicts and 
terrorism are two security issues that the area must deal with. These security worries have the 
potential to increase tensions between member nations and divert attention and resources away 
from cooperative efforts.  
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Economic Disparities: Political difficulties are brought on by economic differences among 
SAARC members. More rich members may be concerned about resource allocation and 
obligations, while less developed countries look to them for help and assistance. In conclusion, 
SAARC's political problems, such as bilateral disputes, divergent country interests, worries about 
its sovereignty, outside pressures, security concerns, and economic differences, often prevent the 
group from reaching its full potential. It will need persistent diplomatic efforts, trust-building 
strategies, and a shared commitment to regional cooperation and development to address these 
issues. In order to use South Asia's combined might for the good of all its members and its 
people, these challenges must be overcome. 

At this point, making a differentiation regarding the potential nature of cooperative processes 
becomes essential in order to emphasize and comprehend why a complete institutional regional 
framework is useful and required. We might refer to the first kind of collaboration process (and 
associated concerns) as "efficiency-centered," as in the case of educational initiatives, travel 
regulations, and even technical advancements in industrial operations. In these situations, let's 
assume that authority A follows the time and resource-efficient strategies of a neighbor B who 
chooses to share it actively most of the time. This procedure facilitates policymaking on a 
common, required decision relevant to both authorities, but has no significant impact on the 
"effectiveness" of outcomes (the minimal results will be achieved anyway, but via a different use 
of time and resources). Because of how uncontroversial and technical these topics often are, 
interactions between players are also uncontroversial, and cooperative methods are either 
voluntary or practically avoidable [1], [2]. 

Otherwise, issues can involve two or more regional actors simultaneously and inseparably - with 
varying levels of contentiousness - each of whom has a necessary but insufficient reach to 
address a particular issue, from migrations to international criminality, terrorism, river-sharing 
and ethnic conflicts, bilateral conflicts, and nuclear security. Cooperation may be a necessary 
condition for arriving at any workable solution in the second scenario. The complexity of the 
problem necessitates numerous sources of authority (single states in this instance), and it exposes 
the structural limitations of one person acting in a self-interested manner. Therefore, politics in 
the form of deliberation, negotiation, and agreement processes must be included in the least 
endowments of a regional organization intended to address such concerns. In other words, this 
suggests that there will be some kind of disagreement and that it will be resolved via organized 
channels to produce agreed policy. In fact, SAARC was created to address this complicated 
reality, but on the other hand, it was not given the institutional resources and authority to do so. 

Institutional Deficits  

In terms of institutional history, the SAARC Charter was the first to be established. Article X 
stipulates that bilateral and contentious issues must be kept clearly apart from the association's 
activities. Additionally, the principle of unanimity was established as the only official decisions 
procedure, setting aside any institutional processing of dissent. These provisions clearly defy the 
option of using the association as a direct political lever in order to resolve (either or both) 
bilateral and contentious issues [3], [4]. 

In order to create a strict intergovernmental institution (e.g., association), its signing members 
originally Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka agreed to give 
up very few, if any, of their sovereign powers, most importantly the ability to make political 
decisions. Afghanistan was added to the list of signatories in November 2005. A secretariat was 
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naturally given the non-creative role of monitoring and coordination; a council of ministers along 

with standing committees and technical committees would share proposal, monitoring, and 
coordination tasks; and, at the apex, annual summits of heads of state would retain all decision-
making authority. This cautiousness was fully reflected by the institutional design developed in 
Dhaka in December 1985. Finally, the latter would adhere to the restrictions outlined in Article X 
of the Charter [5], [6]. In addition to this, no method was planned for the nations to address these 
concerns via more conventional routes. Because of this, there was no consensus on political 
endowments to turn SAARC into an overtly political organization or platform in Dhaka or at the 
15 other summits that were held later. Every stride in that direction would thus enter what has 
been referred to as "uncharted" land, which is what it undoubtedly did. 

Numerous historical arguments have been made in favor of this decision, but none have stood the 
test of time. The organization had to take into consideration India's mistrust of US influence on 
the novel regional arrangement as well as the need to prevent India from experiencing the 
diplomatic embarrassment of being cornered by smaller neighbors in majority vote proceedings, 
which would have essentially left it with the non-choice of either ceding ground or leaving the 
association. These reasons were indeed circumstantial, but they weren't enough to support the 
exclusion of politics from the SAARC. In actuality, the political significance of SAARC did 
quickly become a defining feature of south Asian leaders' pragmatic approach to regional 
politics, both inside and beyond the organization [7], [8]. 

Surmounting Obstacles 

All academic and media analyses of SAARC are severely deficient in a rational account of this 
aspect of the organization. How, therefore, have politics always been intertwined with SAARC's 
operations, at various levels but often crucially? The arbitrary interruption of summits, the 
informal diplomatic discussions during summits, and the ongoing member dispute over the 
inclusion of political matters on the association's official agenda are the three places I single out 
where this is unmistakably but variably obvious. 

Using SAARC Summits as Negotiation Points 

The heads of state shall meet at least once a year, as required by Article 3 of the Charter. 
Nevertheless, there have only been 15 peaks since 1985. I must briefly mention a few key 
instances in order to provide more detail. In what was deemed a "major blow" to collaboration, 
Sri Lanka ordered the departure of the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) as a need before the 
fifth summit in 1989 could take place. Since India did not resolve the issues that Sri Lanka 
considered to be illegal until after, the summit was ultimately postponed to November and 
moved to the Maldives; The seventh summit was delayed twice) due to the unrest that followed 

the destruction of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, India. Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
announced his "impossibility to attend" due to the exceptional rise in communal violence that 
followed, which spread across borders to Bangladesh and Pakistan in both the east and west; The 

eighth summit (New Delhi) was postponed from 1994 to 1995 due to Indo-Pakistani diplomatic 
freezing; 

The 11th summit was postponed indefinitely for three years (from 1999 to January 2002) as a 
result of the Indo-Pakistani armed conflict, which included the Kargil conflict, the hijacking of 
an Indian Airlines flight by terrorists who were allegedly supported by Pakistan, the October 
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1999 military coup led by General Pervez Musharraf in Pakistan, a flurry of terrorist activity 
across the border in Kashmir, and the bombings of the Indian Parliament. 

The 12th summit (held in Islamabad) was postponed from 2003 to January 2004, and the 13th 
summit (held in Dhaka) was postponed from January to December 2005 as a result of the 
tsunami emergency in late 2004 and a sudden Indian withdrawal on its own. The latter was 
supported by noting the most recent neighborhood changes [9], [10]. 

The explosions in Dhaka, the assassination of Bangladesh's finance minister, and Gyanendra's 
royal takeover of Nepal were all security-related difficulties. In addition to the security 
justification, if the summit had taken place, it may have endorsed and acknowledged 
Gyanendra's right to reign (ibid). 

The frequency with which political unrest inside and among member nations has caused summit 
meetings to be postponed, delayed, or even cancelled goes well beyond basic record-keeping. If 
the summits have been postponed, it is because SAARC does not have any institutionalized 
opportunities to address these concerns at any level of the organization. Summits, whether they 
were held or much more so when they weren't, acted as a catalyst for regional tensions from 
1985 to 2007. In any case, there would be serious restrictions on an apolitical regional 
cooperation structure in South Asia. On the other hand, some nations, such as Sri Lanka in 1989 
and India from 1994 to 2005, have used SAARC as a tool to further their interests and 
perceptions of national security, going well beyond the bounds of the Charter. They did so in a 
way that was blatantly calculated and well aware of the repercussions that such unilateral and 
strategic "use" of SAARC as a political and diplomatic bargaining chip would have had on the 
region as a whole. 

Additionally, a closer examination of the issues reveals that rather than being bilateral, they are 
rather isolated manifestations of more pervasive regional characteristics: violent communalism in 
the early 1990s, the ethnic conflict associated with the IPKF intervention in Sri Lanka in the late 
1980s, terrorism, border disputes, environmental crises, and military coups have all had a 
tangible impact on the political reach and relevance of SAARC, even though they did not do so 
by directly extending its political institutional endowments. 

Corridor Diplomacy: The Unofficial Political Forum of the SAARC 

When discussing how SAARC has functioned as a significant political platform, the practice of 
holding corridor discussions in addition to summit meetings assumes a crucial role. The only 
practice mentioned here that both academics and media paid attention to is this one. Its 
importance and significance in reducing stress and fostering communication are in fact often 
acknowledged. 

Naturally, SAARC meetings have provided the first-ever chance for regular top-level gatherings 
of all regional leaders with closed doors, creating the most conducive environment for political 
debate to occur .This occurrence has been quite beneficial since it has allowed for several 
informal meetings and talks to take place alongside summits on topics that could not be included 
on the official agenda and were often bilateral and contentious in character. 

If there is a specific issue, the members endeavor to remedy it right away, according to the 
statement. By evaluating these interactions, we may determine if SAARC has provided a 
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particularly fruitful political arena and to what degree. We get a better indication from the 
informal gatherings' frequency and successes: 

i. Rajiv Gandhi, the Indian prime minister, and H. M. Ershad, the president of Bangladesh, 
reached an agreement on the trilateralization of the Ganga waters during the first summit 
(held in Dhaka in 1985). On the same day, the Indian Prime Minister and General Zia-ul-
Haq, the President of Pakistan, decided to forgo any assault on nuclear installations in the 
event of conflict; 

ii. At the second summit the following year, India and Bangladesh maintained their bilateral 
discussions about the Chakma insurgency and the Teen Bigha issue. India initiated 
negotiations with Sri Lanka on Tamil separatism, while Pakistan and India addressed 
their stances on the nuclear problem. The SAARC foreign ministers met in 1987 and 
decided to deploy the IPKF, which would later cause controversy; 

iii. India and Pakistan reviewed their bilateral ties at the third (Kathmandu 1987) and fourth 
summits (Islamabad 1988); in Male (1990), following particularly severe times of 
conflict, they discussed the Kashmir problem; 

iv. After a particularly tense nuclear standoff, India and Pakistan resolved to begin official-
level communication during the 10th summit in Colombo (1998), but with very little 
result (Asiaweek, 14 August 1998). 

v. Importantly, it was at the 12th summit in Islamabad (2004) that India and Pakistan 
decided to issue the joint statement through which they resumed talks on the Kashmir 
issue, reached an agreement on confidence-building measures (CBMs), and established 
the firm foundation for dialogue that has not been derailed since, despite all obstacles. 
Additionally, Pervez Musharraf met privately with the heads of Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal, and the Maldives (Pakistan Foreign Relations Yearbook 2003-2004: 26-
30). 

vi. The Indian prime minister, had private conversations with the heads of government 
during the 15th summit in Dhaka. 

Weekly Economic & Political 

Other states of the Maldives, Nepal, and Pakistan, addressing with the latter the infiltrations and 
breaches of the ceasefire across the Line of Control (LoC) in Kashmir as well as Pakistan's role 
in the most recent bombings of the Indian embassy in Kabul. Similar to this, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan started talking about how terrorism is really hurting both nations. 

For the circumstances under which it was held, the 12th summit was archetypal. The summit 
took place in the midst of restless and idle mutual blaming and political mistrust building 
between India and Pakistan following several years of prolonged violence on the Kashmiri 
contested border, the 1999 Kargil war, the nuclear confrontation, the bombing of the Indian 
Parliament, and the complete freezing of diplomatic relations at all levels between India and 
Pakistan since 2001. 

What is significant is that, for the first time in SAARC history, neither the Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif nor the Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee mentioned any 
bilateral issues in their opening remarks. This unheard-of action may have depended on both 
nations' perception of the mutual benefits that resuming bilateral ties concurrent with the summit 
would have provided the summit gathering was selected for this purpose since it was anticipated 
that it would be the best setting for a political reconciliation. 
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Since each nation, not only India and Pakistan, participates in the SAARC summits, informal 
diplomacy is a fairly well-established technique through which each nation analyzes its bilateral 
ties and resolves any pressing bilateral issues. The essence of the problems at stake, however, is 
often regional per se rather than bilateral, as I have previously argued. This approach is one that 
is being progressively adopted by the members and the organization, but shockingly not by 
researchers. 

In addition, this conduct is applauded and encouraged in official papers, which opens the door 
for another significant observation in support of my claim. The member nations established the 
guidelines for official support of informal discussions beginning with the seventh summit 
statement, using the phrase "a more business-like and functional approach in the conduct of 
summit meetings". President Kamaratunga of Sri Lanka, who "officially advocated informal 
political decisions within the SAARC," eagerly endorsed this pragmatism argument at the 1995 
Delhi summit. 

In an unprecedented move, the member states at the subsequent summit agreed that a process of 
informal political consultations would prove useful," according to Paragraph 8 of the declaration. 
The consensus was that doing so would have advanced the organization's mission of promoting 
peace and understanding across all fronts. Subsequently, the 1998, 2002, 2004, and 2005 
statements would all include the phrase "Enhancing Political Cooperation" as their heading. The 
Group of Eminent Persons (GEP)7 also supported a similar, if not even more enthusiastic, 
viewpoint against the background of a negative assessment of an otherwise extremely critical 
evaluation of SAARC action throughout almost two decades of its existence. It urged for the 
continuation of this practice as one of the recommendations in its Final Report. 

The 11th summit statement approved the GEP report, exposing, even if no implementation was 
to follow, a cohesive official perspective on the matter from a body authorized to represent 
SAARC as an independent organization, free of national partisanships. It further urged that its 
institutionalization. Thus, it may be said that SAARC's informal political life is enthusiastically 
embraced and supported because it effectively balances the varying interests of its members with 
the organization's desire to develop into a distinctive, well-resourced, and powerful regional 
entity. 

The paradoxical finding is that while such informality has entered official routine for reasons 
some observers find contingent and inevitable at this point8, its informal cover is the sole 
assurance of its very feasibility. The member nations and the organization both acknowledge the 
need of an informal political forum, but not because of its accomplishments or significant 
qualities. A key component of SAARC's political importance to regional affairs is its "under 
cover" diplomacy. Dealing with it officially would be necessary to make it sufficient. The focus 
now moves to whether an official channel regardless of its form has ever been envisioned, would 
ever be feasible, and, ultimately, based on what knowledge of regional politics. 

Adding politics to the schedule 

Since the nature of India's role, position, and guarantees in the region was the primary concern 
underlying Article X of the charter, the debate over expanding the official scope of the 
organization to include political matters has persisted at the scholarly, journalistic, and official 
levels ever since the Charter was first drafted. I shall limit my attention at this time to the official 
discussion among SAARC's state members. Sadly, Pakistan has been the most outspoken 
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proponent of the "politicization" of the SAARC agenda. In 1998, at the 10th summit in 
Kathmandu, Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif proposed a "Development and Security 
Initiative for South Asia," but it was too late to be included on the agenda for formalistic reasons. 
Small nations, especially Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, proved to be incredibly proactive in 
this regard and driven by the same reasons. At the 2004 Islamabad summit, Musharraf reissued a 
substantially identical proposal; in his opening speech in Colombo in August 2008 Yoosuf Raza 

Gilani restated this claim. He claimed that the lack of an institutional mechanism appropriate to 
deal with bilateral and contentious issues stood as the major obstacle in the way of SAARC's 
successes. Even more than at the 2008 Colombo summits, which principally focused on 
terrorism, energy security, and social and food security, the opening and closing remarks by the 
heads of state at the 2007 Delhi summit reveal a lot about this discussion. Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
the president of Sri Lanka, made a passing reference to it in his inauguration statement when he 
called for increased. 

When emphasizing that handling security challenges with an etiologic approach toward the "root 
causes that lead to violent action" is the only way to achieve regional development, Fakhruddin 
Ahmed, the top advisor of Bangladesh, made an oblique reference to political collaboration. 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, the president of the Maldives, fervently supported a new "political 
commitment" as well. He believed that in order for the "concept of regionalism" that drives 
SAARC to be adopted "fully and irrevocably," this was not only "necessary," but also "desirable" 
and "attainable." When there is a lack of a common political will, connectivity is regarded as a 
valuable but insufficient factor. Once again, Nepalese politician Girija Prasad Koirala said that 
"the issues of marginalization, poverty, governance, globalization, and violent conflict [should 
be] dealt with] in a holistic manner." He said that it was feasible to open a "meaningful new 
chapter" in regional cooperation without jeopardizing the sacred values of sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and good neighborliness. He envisioned "a win-win situation for all" and put forward 
that idea. 

Therefore, several focuses (practicality, prosperity, connectedness, and comprehensive 
regionalism) were blended with bilateralism and problematic regional connections (terrorism, 
security, governance, and violent conflict). It was made very apparent to go ahead in each 
situation. This demonstrates how this posture is not to be dismissed as Pakistan's tactical attempt 
to encircle India. Atal Behari Vajpayee, who represents the most worried actor, seems to support 
the latter claims, if tentatively. He said that regional concerns should be resolved locally and that 
the SAARC was still developing as an effective tool. The call for a more robust joint 
commitment was made. He clarified further that such security considered four specific areas: 
water, energy, food, and climate, noting security as a vital issue where SAARC's agency is now 
necessary. Nevertheless, India relaxed the "bilateralism" term as the single and exclusive method 
of referring to bilateral and contentious problems in its diplomatic lingo for the first time after 
more than two decades of SAARC existence. 

Even if this Indian posture seems evasive and modest, it is unheard of. It may be argued that the 
admission of the need of regional cooperation on regional concerns equates to a tacit acceptance 
of the rights of the less developed nations.  It is believed that neighboring nations are fellow 
regional players with whom real collaboration is required, rather than hostile and organized 
gangs. This was a significant turning point in history; it came after India and Pakistan 

successfully (though not necessarily permanently) restarted their discussion. Thus, political 
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discussion as part of the official SAARC agenda and upcoming Charter reform have gained an 
unusual amount of momentum. 

The overwhelming skepticism against SAARC serves as evidence of how debatable this 
assertion is. However, in order to be important, political autonomy does not have to be attained 
in its entirety. It is both a viewpoint and a prospect that influences the actions and words of both 
individual members and the organization as a whole. The image above so seems to completely 
confirm that SAARC is a real and distinctive political organization that is continuing under 
development. Why was much of this discussed in silence throughout the academic debate? What 
could provide a better window into the SAARC's political dynamics? What explains SAARC's 
significance as a political forum? 

DISCUSSION 

There is a public discussion on SAARC's political endowments in the area, and intellectuals 
occupy the center of it. Scholars are frequently found to be wearing the citizen's toga in a 
significant number of papers, regardless of the theoretical perspective from which international 
relations (IR) may be approached, and even directly in opposition to it. I'll contend that the three 
main currents from which SAARC commentators hail, such as Realism, Functionalism, and 
Liberal Institutionalism (broadly construed), fall short of theoretical insight when applied in 
various ways to south Asia because they exclude in some way both the understanding of 
specifically political issues as being genuinely regional and the possibility of addressing them by 
empowering cooperation with mechanisms able to overcome. 

The Battle of the "Black Boxes" and Realism, Neo-Realism 

The nation state is the sole actor, anarchy and the battle for life are environmental circumstances, 
and the national interest serves as the justification for action in any realist analysis. Therefore, it 
is believed that nation states want power at any costs in a chaotic environment where material 
power (military, nuclear, and technical) is the only thing that can ensure their existence. This 
very final idea which in these words is referred to as "national interest" is the sole appropriate 
justification for action at all levels. This understanding has a significant impact on all authors 
who are interested in national perspectives on SAARC, foreign policy analysis, security, or 
geopolitics. According to this understanding, analysis begins with a country's material opposition 
to one or more other countries, such as India versus Pakistan or India versus all of its neighbors. 
The purpose of the power quest is to motivate national FPs. The regional imbalances in south 
Asia are naturally represented by stories of hegemony and counterhegemonic conflict. Therefore, 
any nonpurely material aspect (psychological, ideological and historical. 

Weekly Economic & Political 

The idea of structure is often included by neo-realist theories, which account for a nation's 
potential against the constricting background of the endowments and plans of other governments. 
The focus on material power finds its ontological and analytical limits in its conception of 
political as merely strategic, material, and national; however, it acknowledges the extent to 

which conflicting perceptions of power balances in the region, particularly the Indo-Pakistani 
enmity, condemns the institution to progress at a "glacial pace". 

Functionalism and the Postponement of SAARC Politics, 
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Second, regional cooperation is urged to address specific problems according to their regional 
reach, following the conclusion that regionalism is a rational-choice policy arrangement for 
south Asia. Third, cooperation is deemed to gradually spillover to reach political and security 
issues as soon as economic cooperation opened for an interdependent and a contact-intensive 
regional economy.  The economic, technical, cultural, as well as social and societal cooperation 
set forth in the SAARC Charter are thus held to be unrelated to and follow politics; however, it is 

striking how frequently political disruptions, however tangential and alien they may be to 
SAARC stated scopes, constitute a major impediment to the fostering of the charted scopes (and 
vice versa, see, significantly, the decades-long Indo-Nepalese tense relation). 

Nothing disproves the notion that a "incremental" strategy is nothing more than a poor excuse to 
put politics off. In sum, by relegating politics to a secondary position, the instrumentalism 
paradigm falls short of explanations regarding the intrusive and impeding impact politics have on 
the SAARC process as well as its dimension as an informal diplomatic forum. In these cases, the 
only theoretical resource is to recur to Realism. 

Liberal Institutionalism and the 'Empty Box' Paradigm 

The third, and most pervasive, set of presumptions I find in the secondary literature is liberal 
institutionalist in nature. Its premise is that the creation of international economic institutions is 
the most efficient way to maximize and regulate economic activity under conditions of 
globalization. As the relevant ontological units are individuals, firms, and organizations with an 
economic purpose and acting in markets, states do not make a difference. All the scholarly 
discussion on the South Asian Preferential Trade Agreement (SAPTA 1993), South Asian Free 
Trade Agreement (SAFTA 1993), and South Asian Regional Economic Integration These 
economic functions are considered to be neutral in terms of politics and to correspond to the 
natural circumstances of growth. Politics is dismissed as unimportant or given over to realism as 
a valid cogent explanation of international conflicts. 

The startling limitation of liberal institutionalism is that such explanations of SAARC never 
include the influence of politics on the process, not even as a problematic roadblock as is done in 
functionalist literature. Once again, a normatively highly constrained view of politics leaves no 
room for any evaluation of the political component of SAARC. The three cases that make up the 
theoretical deadlock are as follows: in the first, politics are Hobbesian in nature and do not 
extend beyond national governments; in the second, politics are postponed to an unspecified 
future where it would be ostensibly simpler to address them cooperatively; and in the third, 

regional cooperation has nothing to do with politics and dissent but is instead institutionalized 
free-market international trade and economy. Therefore, it should come as no surprise that a 
Realist perspective always wins out when politics are immediately in issue and that the political 
side of SAARC is ignored. Thus, it may be argued that such techniques are inappropriate for 
even considering the political function of a cooperative organization. Their ability to fully 
comprehend the SAARC process is constrained by their normative presumptions about the 
function and character of politics in international relations. 

As historical proof of SAARC's highly active political involvement and at the very least a 
growing shared commitment to 124 addressing publicly and formally its political purpose does 
exist at the institutional level, a significant evaluation of SAARC by the academic community 
must develop and completely overhaul its theoretical attitude. Finally, the convergence of 
political wills towards the political endowments of SAARC emerges in fact, first, as a reflection 
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of a blueprint for a "South Asian unity" catalyzing the attention and political aspirations of all 
south Asian countries, and, second, it opens for wider reflections on the actual place and role 
politics occupy in the theory and practice of IR and regional cooperation frameworks, beyond a-
critical and abstract normative constraints. 

CONCLUSION 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation's (SAARC) internal political issues have 
consistently stood in the way of the group's potential and effectiveness. Here is a summary of the 
political problems within SAARC as of my most recent information update in September 
2021Bilateral Conflicts The existence of long-standing bilateral conflicts and disagreements 
among member nations has been one of the most important political issues within SAARC. For 
instance, tensions between India and Pakistan often affect SAARC meetings, causing summits to 
be postponed or cancelled and impeding regional collaboration. Security problems: Cooperation 
on regional problems has been hampered by political unrest and security concerns in several 
member nations. There have been instances when other development-related goals have been 
eclipsed by the emphasis on security issues, such as counterterrorism. Lack of Consensus: 
SAARC functions under the consensus principle, which requires that all member nations concur 
on all actions and decisions. When member nations have conflicting interests or political 
difficulties, this criterion might result in impasse, making it difficult to advance pressing 
concerns. Economic Disparities: Political difficulties have also been brought on by economic 
differences amongst the member nations. There are differences in financial contributions and 
expectations for the distribution of gains from regional cooperation since some member nations 
are much less developed than others. Resources are limited for SAARC in terms of both finance 
and administrative capability. These restrictions may make it more difficult for the organization 
to carry out regional activities and successfully handle political issues.  

SAARC diplomatic ties have periodically been strained due to worries over involvement in the 
internal affairs of member nations. Member nations are often wary of what they perceive to be 
outside interference in their internal affairs. Geopolitical rivalry: South Asia is a key geopolitical 
area, and foreign nations have interests there. Geopolitical rivalry may make intra-regional 
collaboration more difficult and have an impact on SAARC's political dynamics. Regional 
Uncertainty: Uncertainty and instability in the area, especially wars in nearby nations, may affect 
South Asia and intensify SAARC's internal political disputes. Bilateral vs. Regional Focus: 
Member nations sometimes place a higher priority on bilateral ties than on regional 
collaboration, which might reduce SAARC's ability to effectively handle shared regional 
concerns. Potential for Cooperation: Despite these political difficulties, SAARC has a great deal 
of potential to solve interregional problems, spur economic development, and enhance the 
quality of life for South Asians. Success of the organization relies on member governments' 
willingness to put aside political differences and cooperate for the benefit of the area. In 
conclusion, SAARC's inability to fully achieve its goals and potential has been hampered by 
political issues inside the organization. It takes diplomatic efforts, conflict resolution, and a 
common resolve to place regional cooperation ahead of bilateral disagreements to address these 
issues. The SAARC's ability to promote peace, stability, and prosperity in South Asia depends on 
its member nations' capacity to get past these political hurdles and create a more cohesive and 
wealthy area. 
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ABSTRACT: 

Long-running bilateral disputes among the member nations of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) have been a constant source of difficulties. The complexity of 
these disputes and their effects on SAARC's goal of regional cooperation and development are 
explored in depth in this abstract. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka are the eight nations that make up the SAARC, which was founded in 
1985. Although SAARC was established with the noble intention of promoting regional 
cooperation, a number of bilateral disputes have continuously hampered the organization's 
efforts. The rivalry between India and Pakistan is the most well-known and persistent issue in 
SAARC. This conflict has often eclipsed SAARC's cooperative goals since it is based on old 
conflicts, such as territory claims and security issues. The SAARC organization's capacity to 
operate efficiently has been hampered by the postponing or cancellation of multiple summits. 
Historical Disagreements: Old grudges and disputes between other SAARC members, like those 
between India and Bangladesh or India and Nepal, have periodically reappeared, hampering 
diplomatic efforts.  

KEYWORDS: 

Cooperation, Development, Organization, SAARC, Regional.  

INTRODUCTION 

SAARC was established in 1985 and operates on the guiding principles of consensus decision-
making, a focus on social and economic problems, and avoidance of discussion of sensitive 
bilateral issues. Members of SAARC are "desirous of peace, stability, amity and progress in the 
region through strict adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter and Non-
Alignment, in particular respect for the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity, 
national independence, non-use of force, non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, 
and peaceful settlement of all disputes," as stated in the SAARC Charter (1985). In 1985 in 
Dhaka, the leaders of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka 
signed this charter. The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has made 
attempts throughout the years to address a number of regional issues, including drug and human 
trafficking, economic cooperation among south Asian governments, the development of a south 
Asian social identity, and most recently, the threat of terrorism in the area. SAARC has struggled 
with interstate, intrastate, and regional disputes for years despite its professed aims as a regional 
organization. Since its founding in 1985, SAARC has come under fire for failing to establish a 
strong sense of regional identity. The SAARC has been impacted by outside parties and other 
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regional organizations, but it has also been affected by intra-state disputes and the bilateral 
interests of member states [1], [2].  

Impact on collaboration: These inter-bilateral disputes often create barriers to collaboration in 
vital fields including commerce, connectivity, and regional security. Conflicts might prevent the 
organization from reaching its full potential by preventing agreement on regional activities. 
Among SAARC member nations, there is a lack of confidence due to bilateral disputes. A lack of 
open communication might make it difficult to handle regional issues and discrepancies in an 
effective way. Geopolitical concerns outside of South Asia may worsen bilateral disputes inside 
SAARC. The participation of outside forces and observer governments might exacerbate existing 
tensions and impede diplomatic attempts. In conclusion, SAARC has faced a recurrent problem 
since its founding: bilateral disputes, particularly the India-Pakistan conflict. The organization's 
efforts to promote regional cooperation and development have been hampered by these disputes, 
compromising the goal of a prosperous and integrated South Asia, which is widely held. For 
SAARC to reach its potential as a driver of stability and development in the region, these 
problems must be resolved. 

It would be naive to think that SAARC can thrive in isolation in a world that is interconnected 
and rapidly globalizing. The political alignments and great power politics in other areas often 
have an impact on South Asian integration initiatives, either directly or indirectly. In order to 
develop into a powerful regional organization, SAARC must now put aside bilateral disputes and 
build tighter ties with other regional and international organizations.  The SAARC has developed 
into a venue for discussing a broad range of regionally relevant problems since its founding in 
1985. Annual summits are when member nations gather, and foreign ministers are required to 
meet at least twice a year. The secretariat of the SAARC is situated in Kathmandu, Nepal. There 
have been 15 annual summits and 31 Council of Ministers sessions over the past 23 years. The 
SAARC agenda has grown significantly over time, demonstrating the desire and capacity to 
collaborate on issues related to, among others, agriculture and rural development, health and 
population, women, youth, and children, the environment and forestry, human resource 
development, information and communications technology, biotechnology, and energy. The 
SAARC forum has made significant efforts to promote social cohesion and economic 
cooperation. The SAARC Chambers of Commerce and Industry were established in 1992 to 
foster regional cooperation in the fields of trade and economic connections with the overarching 
goal of economic unification. The SAARC Preferential Trade Arrangement (SAPTA) Agreement, 
which was signed in April 1993 and came into effect in December 1995, marked a turning point 
and paved the way for a potential increase in intra-SAARC trade [3], [4]. 

The South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) agreement was signed by the foreign ministers of the 
SAARC nations at the summit conference in January 2004. SAFTA was ratified and came into 
effect in January 2006. Its goals include removing all trade barriers, facilitating the free and fair 
movement of goods, encouraging fair competition and a free trade environment in light of the 
current economic climate to ensure the greatest benefit, and establishing an institutional 
framework to encourage and expand regional cooperation. The compensation for income losses 
for smaller regional economies (Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and the Maldives) in the case of 
tariff reductions is one of the main features of SAFTA. The developing nations of South Asia, 
namely India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, were required to bring their obligations up to par by the 
conclusion of the first two years of SAFTA's implementation, 2006–2007 [5], [6].  
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20 percent less. The 20 percent fee will be decreased to zero during a five-year period ending in 
2012 via a series of yearly reductions. On the other side, the South Asian region's least developed 
nations Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and the Maldives are given a further three years to obtain 
duty-free status, giving them till 2017. In addition to promoting economic integration, the 
SAARC places a high priority on social cohesiveness among its member nations in order to 
foster a strong sense of South Asian identity. In order to address issues like population 
stabilization, women's empowerment, youth mobilization, human resource development, 
promotion of health and nutrition, and child protection, all of which are crucial for the welfare 
and well-being of South Asian populations, the SAARC social charter was signed in Islamabad 
in 2004.3 Other initiatives taken by the SAARC include the SAARC Regional Convention on 
Suppression of Terrorism (1987). SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians Association (1992).  

SAARCLAW: An organization for members of the SAARC nations' legal systems (1992). The 
Additional Protocol on Suppression of Terrorism (2004). The SAARC Convention on Prevention 
and Combating Trafficking of Women and Children for Prostitution (2002). The SAARC Scheme 
for Promotion of Organized Tourism was established as a step to support the growth of intra-
regional tourism and with the overall goal of promoting people-to-people interaction in the 
region.  SAARC Chairs, Fellowships and Scholarships Scheme: Through increased contact 
between students, scholars, and academics, this effort aims to promote idea-cross-fertilization. 
The major goal of the SAARC Youth Volunteers Program (SYVOP) is to channel young people's 
idealistic energy into regional cooperation initiatives by giving them the opportunity to serve as 
agricultural and forestry extension workers abroad [7], [8].  

In order to further SAARC goals, member nations decided during the 14th SAARC Summit held 
in New Delhi in April 2007 to establish the SAARC Development Fund, the South Asian 
University, a SAARC Food Bank, and the SAARC Arbitration Council. Afghanistan was 
formally invited to join the SAARC community in a significant move, and the People's Republic 
of China, the European Union, the Republic of Korea, and the United States of America were 
invited as observers to add their perspectives and experience to the SAARC agenda. To increase 
its effectiveness, it has been suggested that SAARC membership should include Iran and China. 
Iran has made a formal request for observer status in the SAARC in March 2007. 

Conflicts in South Asia: Regionalist Challenges Each country's membership in a regional 
organization gives the term "regionalism" a unique meaning and function. Since most regional 
cooperation is restricted to economic collaboration via free trade agreements, governments that 
collaborate in any framework for regional cooperation often have some fundamental distinctions. 
When there are conflicts between the member nations, there are more differences among the 
members of the regional cooperation groups. Even while governments seem to agree on certain 
topics on the forum of that specific regional cooperation organization, their motivations for 
regionalism and its goals are fundamentally unlike. Regionalism has faced obstacles as a result 
of interstate disputes [9], [10].  

This tendency is quite evident in how the SAARC operates. The SAARC was created with the 
intention of creating a South Asian identity, but it has been repeatedly criticized for failing to 
achieve this goal. The SAARC framework has several limitations that may be attributed to its 
incapacity to resolve interstate problems, which has often forced it to become prisoner to 
bilateral conflicts, and the nationalistic interests of member nations. Aside from that, both India's 
neighbors and the major actors in international diplomacy have an Indo-centric strategic vision. 
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Elites in South Asia lack confidence in one another: SAARC was founded with limitations and 
restrictions that were mostly self-imposed. It embraced a practical strategy of collaboration in 
uncontentious spheres like social and cultural ones in the hopes that, if successful, chances for 
cooperation in more important ones may arise. Additionally, SAARC adheres to the rules that no 
bilateral or contentious matter may be on the SAARC agenda and that all decisions must be 
reached unanimously. This obviously demonstrates a poorer inter-state connection toward 
ensuring that South Asians have a fair say in how policies are made. 

The lack of confidence between member states has often shown itself in the inefficient 
management of a number of the SAARC's efforts. The SAFTA is a noteworthy example. 
Although the seven SAFTA signatories reduced their tariffs for the first time on July 1, 2006, 
Pakistan and India are failed to accept the benefits of this agreement. The SAFTA Ministerial 
Council, which consists of the commerce and trade ministers of the SAARC nations and is in 
charge of overseeing and carrying out the SAFTA agreement, was invited to an emergency 
meeting in July 2006 by India. According to the SAFTA agreement, the "free trade area" 
functions in accordance with the "sensitive list." India charged Pakistan of breaking its pledge 
under the multinational SAFTA agreement during this emergency meeting. However, this is not 
the first instance of how the two nations have taken a combative stance at the SAARC platform.  

There have been several instances when both nations have debated divisive topics while 
postponing the adoption of crucial regional tools for peace and economic integration. In addition 
to the ongoing India-Pakistan war, the dominating role of larger nations, notably India, in the 
regional structure has often been raised at SAARC summits. Given the size and power gap 
between India, a country of over a billion people, and all of its neighbors, the latter are 
understandably concerned about India's domination in the area and possible meddling in their 
internal affairs. The SAARC's cooperative policies are influenced by the concern among some of 
the smaller states surrounding India that interdependence will lead to the erosion of their political 
autonomies and undermine their advantages for securing "honor" and security. At various times, 
this has been a significant strand in the policy thinking of states like Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri 
Lanka, which has caused them to seek security assistance from outside South Asia when they 
need it. 

This is evident from the reasons given by a number of member nations for joining this regional 
organization. Nepal joined SAARC with the hopes that this forum would provide it the chance to 
express its most pressing issues, the majority of which are connected to India. Nepal also 
preferred international collaboration over a bilateral agreement with India, particularly in 
disputes involving water. When SAARC was first conceived, Bangladesh's leadership had severe 
reservations about sharing Ganges water with India. As a result, they anticipated that the SAARC 
framework would help them find answers to this and other problems. In light of its stronger and 
more advantageous commercial relations with countries in South East Asia, Sri Lanka was 
originally reticent to join SAARC. 

However, Sri Lanka's internal problems pushed her to join SAARC in the hopes that SAARC 
would be able to aid the region ease its concerns about India. A sign of how seriously SAARC 
members are committed to developing an effective regional cooperation framework in South 
Asia might be the SAARC member states' increasing military modernization. The constant 
increase in military spending indicates a bad atmosphere for both human development and 
peaceful interstate relations; even on the SAARC platform, member states have shown a lack of 
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confidence in those they have a disagreement or conflict with. Increasing defense spending will 
not only worsen regional human security and poverty but also the internal and external conflicts 
between the countries.8 Five South Asian states' defense spending is as follows, according to 
data from the International Institute of Strategic Studies. While there hasn't been a single direct 
effort by SAARC to resolve any of the conflicts previously listed, there have been bilateral 
discussions amongst the SAARC member nations to ease their differences. 

India and Pakistan are now engaged in a number of conversations, and most recently, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan hosted Peace Jirgas to ease bilateral tensions using this time-honored method of 
resolving disputes. Pakistan suggested developing a SAARC conflict resolution structure under 
Musharraf's leadership to handle any intra-regional bilateral disputes. South Asia has also been 
impacted by globalization, particularly in terms of how it has affected intra-regional politics and 
economy. South Asian governments have sometimes been under pressure to demonstrate a 
commitment to seriously considering opportunities for collaboration and the peaceful settlement 
of disputes. Regarding this, the Norwegian government has mediated between the Sri Lankan 
government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in an attempt to reduce tensions 
between India and Pakistan. Recently, dispute resolution was included in the SAARC 
framework.  

The SAARC member nations decided to create a SAARC Arbitration Council in Pakistan during 
the SAARC summit in Dhaka in 2005. The council's goal is to facilitate more investment by 
citizens of one member state into the territory of another member state. The goal of this effort is 
to establish a South Asian forum for the mediation and arbitration of business disputes. However, 
SAARC has not yet made any significant efforts to address the problem of inter-state disputes 
among its member nations. The fact that there are many inter-state disputes in South Asia is not 
due to the lack of strong motivation on the side of the parties involved in creating productive 
peace via back channels, track II diplomacy, bilateral negotiations, third-party mediation, etc.  

The sustained engagement of South Asian nations in UN Peacekeeping Operations is evidence of 
their commitment to peace-building endeavors. It is ironic that the same international 
peacekeepers continue to stymie several conflict resolution procedures inside their own area 
given that four of the top four UN peacekeepers in the world at the moment are from South Asia: 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and India10. According to some commentators, the lack of an 
institutionalized security structure has posed a threat to the stability of the South Asian area. 
Even though SAARC did not emerge as a system for resolving bilateral disputes, it has dealt 
with a few controversial topics including terrorism and human trafficking.  

The SAARC member countries pledged to "reinvigorate cooperation of all peoples of South 
Asia" in the Declaration that was written as a result of the SAARC summit that year, which was 
held in Islamabad. "We envision South Asia to be a peaceful and stable region where each nation 
is at peace with itself and its neighbors through peaceful means and dialogue," the member 
nations said. The importance of peaceful conflict resolution was emphasized in this declaration, 
but neither the outcome of forcing member states to engage in any dialogue toward resolving 
their inter-state conflicts nor the success of SAARC in serving as a forum for these crucial issues 
have been very positive. For a country or organization to act as a facilitator in a regional setting 
to resolve bilateral conflicts, it must be acknowledged as a neutral player. It is difficult to see any 
nation as neutral in the case of South Asia owing to its sociocultural ties and political history. 
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India might act as a mediator in settling intra-regional issues given its economic might and 
geographic advantage. But due to India's involvement in several inter-state wars in South Asia, 
such is not feasible. Second, using the SAARC observers (EU, USA, China, South Korea, Japan, 
and Iran)12 to help resolve bilateral disputes in South Asia is a possibility. However, there are 
still continuous difficulties among the observers, as seen by the tense relations between the USA, 
Iran, and China, for example. Relying on the UN's poor dispute settlement process would 
likewise be a tiresome endeavor. Along with their disagreements with one another, the member 
nations also differ on the need of a South Asian conflict resolution mechanism to settle bilateral 
problems. Conflict resolution as a SAARC responsibility is not supported by India, Nepal, or Sri 
Lanka. But the SAARC has shown the capacity to develop into a platform for discussion, 
bargaining, preventative diplomacy, and confidence- and peace-building.  

The 'personality' of the South Asian community is largely influenced by three interconnected 
economic and political factors: first, the nature of economic transactions, such as formal and 
informal trade relationships and whether an honest effort has been made to reduce trade 
imbalances; second, how leaders feel about the persistent regional problems, especially bilateral 

ones, like the Indo-Pakistan conflict and India-Bangladesh border disputes, and those leaders' 
efforts to minimize them. The region's inability to maintain regular flights between the cities of 
South Asia speaks eloquently about the dominance of "mindless" politics over the concerns of 
the populace.  

The concerned Indian and Pakistani authorities just recently decided to expand the number of 
flights and routes between their nations. Lahore and Karachi in Pakistan and Mumbai and New 
Delhi in India are currently connected by a single airline from each nation. In the last three years, 
portions of the former Indian and Pakistani railway lines and roadways have returned to bus and 
train traffic. Even yet, despite a generally high propensity for amicable ties between India and 
Pakistan, the latter refused to provide India access to its transit system for commerce with 
Afghanistan. The interested parties have engaged in extensive discussion of "peace pipelines" to 
address the anticipated energy crisis in South Asia. Iran-Pakistan-India and Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) are the two peace pipeline concepts. 

These two projects have not yet reached completion. In the areas of developing natural resources, 
human resources, and infrastructure, societal aspirations for significant collaboration are still 
negligible. There are still open possibilities for collaboration in the sectors of hydropower, 
natural gas, ports and waterways, transportation, and communications. Many service-related 
prospects for human development that make use of local infrastructures for human and 
development have remained out of focus.  

Bad policy is to blame for the low amount of intraregional commerce now existing. Some 
powerful decision-makers have exploited the Kashmir and other border disputes as tools to deny 
the people of India and Pakistan access to economic and social possibilities. The authorities have 
not made a sincere effort to lessen state-sponsored violence and intimidation of residents in the 
nearby areas. To reduce poverty, halt violence, stop environmental degradation, advance human 
development, balance inter- and intra-regional commerce, and promote peace and harmony, 
South Asians confront a severe lack of pro-people governments and policies today. 

Unofficial SAARC A Way Out Despite the criticism, the SAARC forum has provided member 
nations with a useful arena for communication. The relationship-building that SAARC has 
enabled outside of its regular sessions has been a major success. There is an unofficial channel of 
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communication and contact among member nations in addition to the formal organizations 
formed under the auspices of the SAARC. I.K. Gujral noted that the SAARC process has 
resulted in an unofficial SAARC process in his opening remarks at the SAARC 2015 meeting. It 
is clear that South Asian institutions, agencies, and civil society groups have engaged in 
unprecedented levels of networking and contact during the last 20 years. 

The promotion of human rights, the settlement of disputes, health, commerce, the performing 
arts, etc. are among the many subjects where there is this informal collaboration. Mr. Gujral 
concluded by saying, "I have a growing suspicion that the informal SAARC process will be the 
driving force behind the official SAARC process. This "new regionalism" in reality encompasses 
the whole South Asia area, and civil society has a significant interest in fostering regional 
cooperation, according to this theory. An evaluation of the SAARC process' effectiveness in 
fostering a sense of regional identity must take into account its intangible results. The pressure 
placed on the individual governments by the civil society to develop legislative measures to 
combat the problem of trafficking of women and girls in South Asia is the most recent 
illustration of this. 

DISCUSSION 

In spite of ups and downs in political relations of countries in the South Asian region, civil 
society organizations have been consistently working to improve relations and provide spaces for 
the governments to develop agendas for the ups and downs. It was this networking among civil 
society organizations and activists that forced the SAARC leaders to sign a Convention to 
combat this critical problem at the eleventh SAARC summit held in Kathmandu in early 2002. 
Over 38 track-II channels were reportedly operating in South Asia in 1998–1999 alone,18 which 
is a sign of the participation of civil society players. The practice of unofficial SAARC has 
significantly affected the conflict between India and Pakistan. As a result, it is quickly rising in 
local and regional peace constituencies. A turning point was the January 2004 SAARC summit in 
Islamabad, when the leaders of the two nations, Pakistan's President Pervez Musharraf and 
India's Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, took a constructive stance toward one another for 
the first time since the 1999 Lahore Declaration. In a separate joint statement, they vowed to pick 
up state-level discussions on Kashmir. 

In South Asia, there have also been social movements started by the civil society to provide 
forums for inter-group communication. Additionally, it has made it possible for non-
governmental opinions to be heard regionally. The South Asia Partnership International (SAP-I), 
which has affiliates in Bangladesh, Canada, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, is one such 
project. Through efforts from the civil society, they have been advancing regionalism for more 
than 20 years. Since the official SAARC framework is insufficient to provide contact with the 
civil society, this network has been conducting the People's Summit since 2001 to advance the 
agenda of the people. SAARC and other Regional Cooperation Mechanisms SAARC's 
relationships with outside parties are also very important in light of state-centric interests 
monopolizing the regional agenda.  

For instance, smaller members in SAARC see India's expanding influence in world affairs with 
distrust and anxiety, and the recent strategic alliance between India and the United members only 
serves to amplify this fear. As a result, whereas foreign actors may encourage regional 
integration by using their economic and political clout to do so and by teaching it valuable 
lessons, they could also serve as a barrier to the fledgling South Asian integration process. Other 
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areas, some of which are controlled by lower-income developing governments, have benefited 
from the development of reciprocal systems that either directly or indirectly serve their security 
concerns. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union (EU), which 
effectively ended war between the Western states after 1945 (and have helped to contain their 
lingering internal disorders) and then spread the benefits more widely with the enlargement 
decisions of the late 20th and early 21st centuries, are two examples of how Europe has 
investigated this formula and demonstrated its advantages in the most comprehensive way. The 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which has recently expanded to include 
nations like Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam, as well as its increasingly formalized 
cooperation and dialogue relationships with Asia's more powerful states, have all contributed to 
the recent ending of the region's protracted and bloody interstate conflict. The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) has helped to normalize China and Russia's relationship, which 
is nevertheless complicated. 

The multilateral organizations of Latin America and the Caribbean are generally viewed as 
weaker, in part due to their multiplicity and numerous overlaps, but their explicit efforts for 
confidence building and conflict prevention or resolution have undoubtedly contributed to the 
gradual phasing out of interstate conflicts in the region and the containment of such intra-state 
ones as remain (e.g. in Colombia and Haiti). The lack of violence between the member nations is 
unquestionably a significant accomplishment of ASEAN, despite the occurrence of fourteen 
inter-state confrontations (territorial and maritime wars).  

No ASEAN member state has engaged in a direct conflict with a state that is not a member of 
ASEAN since the organization's founding in 1967. In contrast to SAARC, ASEAN has not shied 
away from addressing interstate conflict concerns while concurrently expanding its conflict 
prevention mechanisms to the Asia Pacific area. The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), also 
known as ASEAN's model of preventative diplomacy and conflict resolution, has existed since 
1994 in this respect. The success of regional organizations like the European Union and ASEAN 
may be attributed to a variety of integrative factors. The ASEAN utilized the idea of 
"Cooperative Security and Comprehensive Security" while establishing the fundamental goals of 
this conference.  

These goals included promoting healthy communication and consultation on political and 
security matters of shared interest and concern, as well as making a substantial contribution to 
regional efforts at confidence-building and preventative diplomacy. Confidence Building 
Measures (CBMs), Preventive Diplomacy, and Conflict Resolution were established as three 
stages of the process. ARF also includes Pakistan and India as members. Contrarily, SAARC has 
not significantly experienced these integrative influences and will need to if the region is to 
foster any feeling of community. Without a shared understanding of the advantages of 
collaboration among people and their leaders, strong regional cooperation can never succeed. 
The establishment of SAARC as a community will remain a long way off unless trade and 
economic leaders recognize the comparative benefits of intra-regional commerce and until the 
elites of each member nation determine the cost of non-cooperation. Members of SAARC 
participate in international frameworks for cooperation outside of the South Asian area, giving 
them the chance to study and adapt some of these efficient processes. The idea that involvement 
by SAARC members in other regional frameworks would dilute member states' interests and 
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impede the development of this regional cooperation mechanism is often contested. Others, 
however, contend that SAARC would advance more quickly by benefiting from the experiences 
of other regional frameworks as a result of its official and informal interactions with them.  

CONCLUSION 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has faced a serious and 
ongoing difficulty as a result of bilateral disputes. Here is a conclusion on the association 
between SAARC and bilateral disputes as of my most recent knowledge update in September 
2021.Regional cooperation is being hampered by bilateral tensions, notably the long-running 
hostilities between India and Pakistan. These disputes often overflow into SAARC discussions, 
causing summits to be postponed or cancelled and halting the advancement of regional projects. 
Political gridlock: Unresolved bilateral disputes contribute to political gridlock within SAARC. 
Decisions must get the unanimous consent of all member nations since the organization 
functions on the consensus basis. When there are bilateral disagreements, it is difficult to come to 
a compromise, which hinders regional collaboration. At times, the emphasis on bilateral disputes 
has drawn attention and resources away from tackling urgent regional issues like poverty 
reduction, economic growth, and social advancement. The potential effect of SAARC in these 
important sectors has been reduced as a result. Bilateral disputes have economic repercussions 
for the nations of South Asia. Trade restrictions, a lack of free movement across borders, and 
tense diplomatic ties have made it difficult for the area to integrate its economies and cooperate. 
Missed Chances with its many and diversified member nations, SAARC has a great deal of 
potential to solve regional problems and foster economic development. Opportunities to exploit 
this potential for the benefit of the people in South Asia have been lost as a consequence of 
bilateral disputes. Bilateral disputes within SAARC often have geopolitical implications, with 
the involvement of foreign forces. Geopolitical rivalry may make attempts to resolve conflicts 
even more difficult and impede regional cooperation.  

Civilian Impact in the afflicted areas, bilateral wars have significantly impacted people, causing 
misery, displacement, and instability. However, these tensions limit SAARC's capacity to 
effectively promote peace and stability. Potential for Diplomacy: Despite these difficulties, 
SAARC nevertheless offers member nations a forum for diplomatic interaction. It provides 
chances for discussion, steps to increase confidence, and attempts to resolve conflicts. Need for 
Bilateral conversations: To successfully resolve bilateral disputes within SAARC, member states 
must have concurrent bilateral conversations and other confidence-boosting actions. These 
discussions may help to foster an atmosphere that encourages regional collaboration. In 
conclusion, bilateral disputes have seriously hampered SAARC's ability to accomplish its goals 
for regional cooperation and development. These tensions have hampered economic integration, 
brought about political impasse, and drawn focus away from important regional challenges. Even 
while SAARC has the capacity to serve as a venue for diplomatic interaction, it is still necessary 
to settle bilateral disputes before South Asia's regional cooperation can reach its full potential. 
The member nations must all share a commitment to regional peace and stability in order to 
successfully resolve these problems. 
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ABSTRACT: 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a South Asian organization 
that predominantly comprises of eight member states as of my most recent information update in 
September 2021. However, SAARC also includes a number of observer governments and 
organizations that interact with the group in different ways. While not full members, observer 
states take part in SAARC meetings and activities. Please take note that observer state status and 
their level of SAARC engagement may have changed since then, therefore you should confirm 
the most recent information from reliable sources. The SAARC observer states as of 2021 
included: China is a member of SAARC with observer status and actively participates in its 
activities, including economic and development cooperation. Another observer state, Japan has 
participated in SAARC programs and activities geared at regional development. The United 
States has participated in SAARC as an observer and has expressed an interest in expanding 
regional economic and security cooperation. With observer status, the EU has engaged in 
discussions and collaboration with SAARC on a range of topics, including commerce and 
development.  

KEYWORDS: 

Cooperation, Development Goal, Regional, SAARC. 

INTRODUCTION 

Engagement with observer nations by SAARC is evidence of its dedication to transparent and 
all-inclusive regional collaboration. A way to include nations and organizations outside of the 
immediate SAARC membership in the organization's operations was by introducing the notion of 
observer states. In order to encourage discussion, improve teamwork, and broaden the scope of 
regional cooperation, observer status was envisioned. As a spectator, Australia has expressed 
interest in regional collaboration with SAARC nations, notably in fields like disaster 
management and education. As an observer, South Korea has taken part in SAARC initiatives for 
regional growth and economic co-operation. Iran participates in debates about regional 
connectivity and stability as a member of SAARC with observer status. As an observer, 
Mauritius has expressed interest in fostering trade connections and collaborative efforts with 
SAARC nations. Myanmar has also participated in SAARC as an observer state.  

Afghanistan was a member of SAARC with observer status, but since 2021, its membership may 
have been impacted by political changes. These observer states’ interactions with SAARC can 
differ in intensity. While others take part in meetings and debates on regional issues, some are 
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actively interested in cooperative and regional projects. Please be aware that since my previous 
update, SAARC's effectiveness and the involvement of observer states may have changed. For 
the most recent information on SAARC observer states and their engagement, I advise checking 
the organization's official website or other trustworthy sources. In 1997, the People's Republic of 
China was given the first observer status within SAARC. This achievement signaled the start of a 
trend in which other nations and organizations would seek a comparable level of participation 
with the organization. A number of foreign nations, regional organizations, and international 
organizations have joined SAARC as observers throughout the years, demonstrating the group's 
expanding prominence and influence on the world arena [1], [2]. 

Observer Status Goals and Justification 

Multiple aims that all contribute to the organizations main objectives are served by the 
involvement of observer nations in SAARC: 

Enhancing regional dialogue is the main goal of observer states, who add a variety of viewpoints, 
life experiences, and knowledge to the SAARC platform. Through their engagement, regional 
discussion is enriched, global dynamics are better understood, and the sharing of ideas and best 
practices is encouraged [3], [4]. 

Stimulating Economic and Trade Relations: Many observer states are important sources of 
investment and business for SAARC member nations. The region's economy may expand and 
flourish as a result of observer status, which enables the discovery of business prospects, trade 
alliances, and investment potential. 

Fostering Regional Security and Stability: The dynamics of regional security are often heavily 
influenced by observer nations. Engaging with them may help with regional stability, conflict 
resolution, and security problem management [5], [6]. 

Facilitating Technical aid and Capacity Building: Observer nations often provide technical 
aid, support for capacity-building, and experience in a variety of disciplines. This support may 
strengthen SAARC's initiatives in crucial fields including healthcare, education, infrastructure 
improvement, and disaster management. 

Increasing SAARC's Global Reach: SAARC's Observer status enables it to increase its global 
participation and outreach. It improves the company's presence and standing in international fora 
and promotes collaboration on universal problems like climate change, sustainable development, 
and catastrophe preparedness. 

DISCUSSION 

Observer States and their SAARC Positions 

As regional and international politics have changed throughout time, so too has the list of 
SAARC observer nations. The following nations and organizations were SAARC observers as of 
the most recent update in 2021: 

China: As the founding member of the SAARC's observer community, China is important. Its 
involvement includes conversations about regional security, infrastructural development, and 
economic collaboration. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) of China has enormous effects on 
commerce and connectivity in South Asia [7], [8]. 
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Japan: Japan's commitment to supporting infrastructure development, disaster management, and 
economic growth in South Asia is highlighted by the country's observer position. Regional 
resilience and sustainable development have greatly benefited from Japan's contributions to 
SAARC efforts. 

United States: The United States' role as an observer indicates its involvement in South Asian 
politics, notably in areas like trade, security, and counterterrorism. U.S. participation has 
prioritized resolving issues of regional security, promoting economic development, and 
bolstering democratic institutions. 

European Union (EU): As a regional organization, the EU collaborates with SAARC on a 
variety of subjects, like as commerce and development. The goals of SAARC are aligned with 
the EU's assistance for governance, capacity building, and sustainable development. 

South Korea: The country's observer status underlines its goal in establishing economic and 
commercial ties with South Asian nations. Technology transfer, infrastructural improvement, and 
educational exchanges are all included in cooperation with South Korea. 

Australia: The main focuses of Australia's participation with SAARC are trade and economic 
cooperation, disaster resilience, and education. Australia's contributions to regional development 
projects have been essential in overcoming shared difficulties. 

Iran: Iran is an important observer state because to its geographic closeness to South Asia and its 
long-standing relations there. Conversations between Iran and SAARC have focused on regional 
security, energy cooperation, and commercial alliances. 

Mauritius: The island nation's observer status serves as a reminder of the importance of 
maritime security and cooperation in the Indian Ocean. Trade, sustainable development, and 
connectivity are prioritized in the nation's interaction with SAARC. 

Myanmar: The fact that Myanmar is an observer nation indicates the strategic importance of its 
location as a neighbor to South Asian connectivity. Trade, infrastructural growth, and regional 
security are all aspects of engagement with Myanmar [9], [10]. 

Engagement and collaboration mechanisms 

SAARC has created a number of structures to encourage collaboration and interaction with 
observer governments, including: 

1. Observer Sessions: Observer nations participate in summit meetings of the SAARC and other 
high-level events, where they have the chance to converse with member states and provide input 
on discussions of regional concerns. 

2. Establishing Expert Groups and Committees to Facilitate Technical Cooperation and 

Capacity Building: SAARC creates expert groups and committees in a variety of industries. 
Observer nations often provide knowledge, resources, and technological support in these fields. 

3. Bilateral Consultations: Member nations often have bilateral consultations with observer 
states to discuss potential areas of cooperation, solve common concerns, and strengthen 
economic, political, and cultural connections. 
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4. Specialist Working Groups: The SAARC creates specialist working groups to deal with 
certain problems including commerce, the environment, and disaster management. Observer 
nations are often requested to join these meetings and provide their expertise. 

Challenges and Importance of Observer Engagement 

Significant implications for regional cooperation and development result from observer nations' 
participation in SAARC: 

Enhancing SAARC's efforts and debates, observer nations provide important viewpoints, 
resources, and expertise.  

1. Greater Regional Cooperation: Their involvement aids in the regional fusion and expansion 
of South Asia's economy. 

2. Global Outreach:  SAARC's interactions with observer nations raise its profile and influence 
in world affairs. In areas like climate change, sustainable development, and disaster 
management, it puts the organization in a position to tackle global issues and support global 
initiatives. 

3. Economic possibilities: Working with observer states may lead to business collaborations, 
foreign direct investment, and other possibilities that can spur regional economic expansion and 
employment creation. 

4. Diplomatic Challenges: It may be difficult to strike a balance between the many geopolitical 
rivalries, observer nations' differing interests, and their differing sensitivities. In order to 
maintain the core emphasis of regional cooperation, SAARC must successfully negotiate these 
complications. 

5. Agreement Building: SAARC functions on the idea of agreement, which may be difficult to 
establish when observer nations have contrasting interests or viewpoints on certain subjects. 
Effective diplomacy and negotiation are necessary to reach agreement. 

CONCLUSION 

An important facet of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation's (SAARC) 
operation has been the participation of observer nations. As of my most recent information 
update in September 2021, the SAARC Observer States' involvement is summarized as follows: 
Diverse Participation: The nations and organizations that make up the SAARC Observer States 
come from all over the globe. They are participating because South Asia is significant to global 
geopolitics and there is a worldwide interest in its issues. Many Observer States have economic 
and strategic interests in South Asia, including as trade and investment possibilities, energy 
cooperation, and geopolitical sway. They may pursue these objectives because of their 
participation in SAARC. Facilitating Communication Observer States help SAARC member 
states and the world community communicate and work together. They may facilitate diplomatic 
efforts and act as middlemen. Resource mobilization: Some Observer States support SAARC 
activities and projects financially and technically, assisting with resource shortages and fostering 
regional growth. Enhanced Regional collaboration: By exchanging their knowledge, skills, and 
best practices, Observer States may help SAARC improve regional collaboration. They may also 
aid South Asian capacity-building initiatives. Engaging with SAARC has been difficult for 
Observer States because of the organization's emphasis on regional concerns and its consensus-
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based decision-making procedure. Tensions may arise as a result of divergent agendas between 
member states and Observer States.  

Potential for Conflict Settlement Observer States may contribute positively to the promotion of 
peaceful resolutions to regional conflicts via the SAARC, which offers a forum for diplomatic 
interaction and conflict settlement. Sensitivity Required SAARC and its member states must 
handle their interactions with Observer States with tact, striking a balance between the 
advantages of global involvement and the need to safeguard the group's autonomy and regional 
interests. Continued Relevance in order to make sure that Observer States' involvement is in line 
with the changing objectives and requirements of the organization and the region, it is important 
to regularly examine the relevance of Observer States within SAARC. Finally, SAARC Observer 
States provide the group with important global viewpoints and resources. Their participation may 
strengthen regional collaboration, encourage economic growth, and support South Asia's 
attempts to resolve disputes. However, successful participation requires careful management of 
the goals and interests of both SAARC member states and Observer States. For SAARC to 
remain relevant and successful, it is crucial to strike a balance between these interests and protect 
the organization's autonomy and regional emphasis. 
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ABSTRACT: 

 In order to solve regional security issues within the South Asian area, the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is essential. The organization's achievements 
and difficulties in preserving and increasing regional security are examined in this abstract. Eight 
nations make up the SAARC, which was founded in 1985: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. SAARC acknowledges that sustainable 
development cannot be accomplished without guaranteeing regional security, despite its major 
emphasis on economic and social development. Important information on SAARC and regional 
security is provided below: Security issues South Asia has a variety of security issues, including 
border conflicts, terrorism, separatist movements, international crime, and the spread of weapons 
of mass destruction. These problems have the potential to undermine stability and impede 
economic growth. SAARC processes SAARC has built frameworks and processes to handle 
regional security challenges. These include the Regional Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism and the Extradition and Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties. In order to promote 
communication and collaboration among its member nations on security-related issues, SAARC 
frequently holds seminars and workshops. SAARC has worked to improve counterterrorism 
cooperation given the region's susceptibility to terrorism.  

KEYWORDS: 

Cooperation, Management, Organization, SAARC, Regional. 

INTRODUCTION 

In a world with intricate geopolitical dynamics, regional organizations are crucial in determining 
the nature of the security environment. One such group that has worked to promote collaboration 
and improve security in the South Asian area is the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), founded in 1985. South Asia, which is home to about a quarter of the 
world's population, is an area of great variety and importance, but it is also characterized by old 
rivalries, territorial conflicts, and security issues. This introductory article explores the complex 
relationship between SAARC and regional security with the goal of illuminating the 
organization's history, its accomplishments and weaknesses, and its ability to solve the many 
security issues that continue to plague South Asia [1], [2]. 

Initiatives designed to combat terrorism include the SAARC Terrorist Offenses Monitoring Desk 
(STOMD) and the SAARC Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters. Bilateral 
disputes: SAARC's capacity to adequately handle regional security has been hampered by 
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ongoing bilateral disputes, notably the India-Pakistan conflict. Collaboration may be hampered 
and these disputes may mask more significant security issues.  

Non-Traditional Security challenges: SAARC acknowledges the significance of tackling non-
traditional security challenges, such as climate change, natural catastrophes, and public health 
crises, which may have significant security repercussions. To lessen these concerns, the 
organization encourages regional collaboration. overseas engagement The security dynamics in 
South Asia are made more complicated by the engagement of overseas powers. In order to 
improve regional security and stability, SAARC seeks to positively engage foreign parties. In 
conclusion, SAARC's efforts to resolve regional security issues demonstrate its dedication to the 
welfare of South Asian countries. Even if the organization has challenges including bilateral 
disputes and outside pressures, it continues to be an essential forum for fostering communication, 
collaboration, and teamwork with the goal of attaining long-term regional security and 
prosperity. 

SAARC's Origins: A Struggle for Regional Cooperation 

In order to promote regional collaboration and development in South Asia, the South Asian 
Association for Regional collaboration (SAARC) was established in the middle of the 1980s. 
This area is distinguished by its vast cultural variety and historical legacy, which includes 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. However, it 
is also distinguished by a complicated web of old conflicts, border tensions, and security issues. 

Historical Background: A quick rundown of South Asia's historical background is necessary to 
comprehend SAARC's position in regional security. Although there have been centuries of 
cultural and commercial interchange in the area, there have also been disputes and power 
struggles there. The political environment of the area bears the wounds of colonial control, 
division, and post-independence conflicts. Regional cooperation attempts have often been 
eclipsed by these historical considerations [3], [4]. 

SAARC was built on the principles of territorial integrity, non-interference in internal affairs of 
member nations, and sovereignty. This founding concept aims to provide a forum for discussion 
and collaboration while honoring the sovereignty of each country. These values were essential 
for fostering trust amongst countries that had long-standing mistrust and disagreements. 

SAARC's Development: Successes and Obstacles 

Despite significant obstacles, SAARC has achieved notable advancements since its founding in a 
number of sectors. To fully comprehend the organization's contribution to regional security, it is 
imperative to look at both its accomplishments and its enduring difficulties [5]. With projects 
like the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) and the South Asian Development Fund (SADF), 
SAARC has achieved progress in economic cooperation. Since economic interconnectedness 
often contributes to stability, these initiatives have aimed to improve regional commerce and 
development, which may have repercussions for security [6]. 

Social and Cultural Exchange: SAARC has been praised for its efforts to solve shared social 
problems including poverty and healthcare via cultural exchanges, relationships between 
individuals, and other activities. These "soft power" strategies might ease tensions by promoting 
goodwill among the member nations [7]. 
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Regional Security Challenges: However, SAARC has had to deal with ongoing security issues. 
The organization's capacity to successfully promote peace and security has been put to the test by 
transnational terrorism, territorial disputes, and unsolved wars. Particularly, the competition 
between India and Pakistan has had a significant negative impact on SAARC's security efforts. 

DISCUSSION 

Success Stories of SAARC: Examples of Effective Cooperation 

Despite the major security obstacles, SAARC has seen examples of effective collaboration that 
have improved regional security. 

Disaster Management: SAARC has made excellent attempts to coordinate relief operations and 
handle disasters. The organization's Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) has enabled 
coordinated responses to crises in the area, which is vulnerable to natural catastrophes. Along 
with saving lives, this collaboration fosters trust amongst the member nations [8]. 

Health Initiatives: The COVID-19 pandemic brought attention to the value of regional 
healthcare collaboration. The SAARC countries teamed together to exchange knowledge, 
resources, and experience in order to jointly tackle the virus. This action highlighted SAARC's 
capacity to handle widespread security risks [9]. 

Energy Security: In South Asia, energy security is a major problem. With projects like the South 
Asian Association for Regional Electricity (SAARC-ARE) aimed to improve energy connection, 
SAARC has made measures to encourage energy cooperation. Reliable energy supply may 
promote economic stability and ease conflicts over resource distribution [10]. 

Challenges that Remain: The India-Pakistan Problem 

Although SAARC has achieved considerable progress in a number of areas, the long-standing 
rivalry between India and Pakistan continues to be a significant obstacle to overall regional 
stability. Beyond bilateral disagreements, the problems between these two nuclear-armed 
neighbors have wider consequences for South Asian stability. 

Kashmir Conflict: One of the world's longest-running conflicts and a significant source of 
tension between India and Pakistan is the Kashmir conflict. Despite several tries, SAARC has 
been unable to broker a durable resolution to this problem. The security situation in the area is 
nevertheless hampered by the Kashmir issue. 

Conflict history and shared threat perceptions between India and Pakistan have created a security 
conundrum that has resulted in an arms race and a lack of confidence. The SAARC's attempts to 
create a more secure South Asia have been hampered by its failure to resolve this conundrum. 

Cross-Border Terrorism: One of South Asia's biggest security challenges is the terrorism that 
comes from non-state groups working across borders. There have been heated standoffs and 
crises as a result of India accusing Pakistan of backing such organizations. Due to the standoff 
between India and Pakistan, SAARC's ability to combat cross-border terrorism has been 
constrained. 
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The SAARC's contribution to peacebuilding and conflict resolution 

SAARC has worked to foster peace and stability in the region via conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding activities, notwithstanding its limits in settling the India-Pakistan issue. 

Platforms for Dialog: SAARC offers a forum for Diplomacy and Dialog amongst Member 
States. The organization has fostered negotiations on sensitive problems, such as water sharing 
and border conflicts, which are crucial for long-term security, even though progress may be 
sluggish and patchy. 

Track II diplomacy: Track II diplomacy, which includes academics and non-governmental 
players, has been helpful in fostering communication and steps to create trust. Official 
discussions have often been made possible by these measures. 

In order to promote international peace and security, certain SAARC member nations have sent 
soldiers to UN peacekeeping operations. This involvement shows a dedication to maintaining 
regional and global stability. 

The Future of Regional Security and SAARC 

There are a number of ways SAARC's role in fostering regional security might be strengthened 
as it continues to face difficulties and possibilities. 

Reviving Dialogue: SAARC member states must give negotiation and settlement of disputes top 
priority. In the case of India-Pakistan, in particular, tensions must be reduced by continuous 
diplomatic efforts and confidence-building measures. 

SAARC should broaden its collaboration outside its usual spheres. Addressing new security risks 
in the area may be accomplished through improving cooperation in marine security, 
counterterrorism, and cybersecurity. 

Engaging foreign Partners: There are more ways to handle regional security issues by 
involving foreign partners and organizations like the United Nations and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

People-Centric Initiatives: Supporting people-centric initiatives may help member states feel 
more unified and less distrustful of one another. Examples include cultural exchanges, youth 
participation, and educational projects. 

SAARC should continue to place a high priority on economic integration, lowering trade 
obstacles, and fostering intraregional commerce. Economic stability can make a big difference. 

CONCLUSION 

 For the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the problem of regional 
security has been complicated and varied. Here is my assessment of SAARC's function and 
difficulties in addressing regional security as of my most recent knowledge update in September 
2021.Territorial conflicts, cross-border terrorism, militancy, and the spread of weapons are just a 
few of the security issues that have plagued South Asia. The stability and collaboration in the 
area have been severely hampered by these problems. SAARC was not initially intended to be a 
security-focused body, according to its mandate. Economic and social growth were its main 
goals. However, inside the SAARC framework, security concerns have risen to the front more 
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and more over time. Limited Progress Due to political tensions and unsolved disputes among 
member nations, SAARC has had difficulty resolving security problems. Meaningful security 
cooperation has often been hindered by bilateral disputes, notably the India-Pakistan conflict, 
which frequently bleed over into SAARC discussions. Lack of Security Mechanism: Unlike 
some other regional groups like ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), SAARC does 
not have a specific security framework or mechanism for dealing with security issues. This has 
made it harder to coordinate responses to widespread security risks. Geopolitical rivalry: 
SAARC's security dynamics have been made more complex by the geopolitical rivalry in the 
area, particularly the impact of outside countries. These conflicts may breed distrust and prevent 
productive regional security cooperation. Initiatives to Combat Terrorism: Through programs 
like the SAARC Convention on Suppression of Terrorism, SAARC has attempted to combat 
terrorism and extremism. The execution and enforcement of these measures, however, have been 
difficult. Conflict settlement: SAARC offers a forum for diplomatic interaction and conflict 
settlement, although progress in settling protracted issues has been modest. Security in the area is 
still seriously hampered by the India-Pakistan war. Human Security In addition to more 
conventional security concerns, SAARC has acknowledged the significance of human security 
problems such environmental sustainability, public health, and disaster management. The 
solutions to these problems must be collaborative since they are related to regional security. 
Despite its difficulties, SAARC has the capacity to serve as a platform for the promotion of 
peace, stability, and confidence-building measures in South Asia. For this promise to be 
achieved, member nations must put regional security ahead of bilateral disagreements. In 
conclusion, unsolved wars, political unrest, and a lack of specialized security systems provide 
SAARC with substantial problems in handling regional security. Even though its main focus is 
on economic and social development, the organization is increasingly aware of how critical it is 
to handle regional security issues. The willingness of member nations to get over political 
hurdles and collaborate to advance South Asia's peace and stability will determine how well 
SAARC advances regional security. For the area to achieve its larger objectives of economic 
development and social advancement, it is essential to address these security issues. 

REFERENCES: 

[1] T. H. M. S. R., “Prospects Of Renewable Energy Resources And Regional Grid 
Integration For Future Energy Security & Development In Saarc Countries,” Int. J. Res. 

Eng. Technol., 2013, doi: 10.15623/ijret.2013.0201009. 

[2] B. Pandey, “ Book Review: SAARC Secretariat, Regional Poverty Profile 2009–2010: 
Food Security Challenges for the Poor and Social Inclusion ,” South Asia Econ. J., 2014, 
doi: 10.1177/1391561414548954. 

[3] M. Barthwal-Datta and S. Basu, “Reconceptualizing regional security in South Asia: A 
critical security approach,” Secur. Dialogue, 2017, doi: 10.1177/0967010617717619. 

[4] S. K. Lenka and A. Bairwa, “Does financial inclusion affect monetary policy in SAARC 
countries?,” Cogent Econ. Financ., 2016, doi: 10.1080/23322039.2015.1127011. 

[5] F. Krampe and M. Mobjörk, “Responding to Climate-Related Security Risks: Reviewing 
Regional Organizations in Asia and Africa,” Current Climate Change Reports. 2018. doi: 
10.1007/s40641-018-0118-x. 



 
64 SAARC: Political & Economic Aspects 

[6] K. Sridharan, “R Egional O Rganisations And C Onflict M Anagement : C Omparing 

Asean And Saarc Kripa Sridharan,” Cris. States Work. Pap., 2008. 

[7] M. Jabeen and I. A. Choudhry, “Role of SAARC for Countering Terrorism in South Asia,” 
South Asian Stud. A Res. J. South Asian Stud., 2013. 

[8] K. Mukherjee, “The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation: Problems and 
prospects,” Prog. Dev. Stud., 2014, doi: 10.1177/1464993414521524. 

[9] M. Mohsin, “The Twelfth SAARC Summit: Quest for Durable South Asian Cooperation,” 
South Asian Surv., 2005, doi: 10.1177/097152310501200103. 

[10] P. K. Sahu, P. Mishra, B. S. Dhekale, K. P. Vishwajith, and K. Padmanaban, “Modelling 
and Forecasting of Area, Production, Yield and Total Seeds of Rice and Wheat in SAARC 
Countries and the World towards Food Security,” Am. J. Appl. Math. Stat., 2015. 

 



 
65 SAARC: Political & Economic Aspects 

CHAPTER 11 

A BRIEF DISCUSSION ON  

ECONOMIC DISPARITIES IN SAARC 

Pankhuri Agarwal, Associate Professor 

 Teerthanker Mahaveer Institute of Management and Technology, Teerthanker Mahaveer University, 

Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh, India 

 Email Id-  dreams.pankhuri@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) area has long faced a serious 
challenge from economic inequalities. Here is a conclusion on economic inequality in SAARC as 
of my most recent information update in September 2021.Wide Disparities: The SAARC 
member nations have stark economic differences, with some being much more developed than 
others. Inequalities in economic levels, infrastructure, access to essential services, and measures 
of human development are all clear. Regional Integration Barrier: Economic differences might 
stand in the way of successful regional cooperation and integration. Countries with less advanced 
economies could find it difficult to fully engage in regional projects, which would result in 
uneven advantages from collaboration. Limited Intra-Regional Trade: Because of economic 
inequalities, it is sometimes difficult for less developed nations to import products and services 
from their more developed neighbors. Trade restrictions and protectionist measures only make 
the situation worse. Resource distribution: Within SAARC, resource distribution is impacted by 
economic inequality. While nations with lesser incomes often depend on outside finance and 
help, member states with greater incomes may contribute more to regional projects. Social 
Consequences: In certain member states, economic inequalities may have serious social 
repercussions, including poverty, inequality, and restricted access to healthcare and education.  

KEYWORDS: 
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INTRODUCTION 

South Asia is an area with a lot of promise and potential because of its diversified landscapes, 
lively cultures, and long history. Underneath this vibrant and culturally diverse fabric, however, 
is a sobering reality: the member nations of South Asia suffer from significant economic 
inequities. Eight countries make up the 1985-founded South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. One of the most densely inhabited and economically varied regions on 
the globe, these nations account for roughly one-fifth of the world's population [1], [2]. 

For the region's population to live in better well-being, these inequities must be addressed.  

Initiatives for Inclusive Growth: SAARC has included the alleviation of poverty and the 
necessity of inclusive growth in its agenda. To alleviate economic imbalances and raise the 
underprivileged communities inside their nations, member states have launched a variety of 
initiatives and projects.  
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Potential for Synergy: While economic inequalities are a problem, SAARC offers more 
developed member states the chance to support the development of their less developed 
counterparts via regional cooperation. The SAARC Development Fund is one initiative that aims 
to lessen these gaps.  

Engagement of the Private Sector: Promoting private sector involvement and investment in the 
area may promote economic development and reduce economic inequalities. Better 
infrastructural connection may make this procedure easier.  

Role of External Partners: Through financial support, technical aid, and capacity-building 
assistance, external partners, such as international organizations and donor nations, may help 
SAARC resolve economic imbalances. In SAARC's mission to promote regional integration and 
collaboration is severely hampered by economic imbalances in the area. Trade, resource 
distribution, and social well-being are all impacted by these discrepancies. They also provide 
more developed member nations the chance to help less developed neighboring countries achieve 
equitable and sustainable development. To advance economic growth, lessen poverty, and 
increase the general prosperity of South Asia, member nations must work together to address 
economic inequities and interact with foreign partners. 

The SAARC region has glaring and enduring economic imbalances. They are seen in the 
member nations' greatly disparate income levels, development metrics, and access to essential 
services. While some nations have achieved tremendous advancements in economic growth, the 
decrease of poverty, and human development, others are still struggling to overcome the 
daunting obstacles of severe poverty, poor infrastructure, and restricted access to healthcare and 
education. The disparity in development levels between the most and least developed SAARC 
countries raises serious concerns about the capacity of the area to pool its resources and promote 
fair growth [3], [4]. 

The Causes of Economic Inequality 

A careful examination of historical, geographical, and structural variables is necessary to 
comprehend the causes of economic differences within SAARC: 

Historical Legacies: The economic landscapes of SAARC member nations have been 
permanently shaped by historical legacies, particularly colonialism. Disparities in infrastructure, 
institutions, and human capital are a result of various levels of colonial control and exploitation. 

Geographical Difficulties: The unique terrain of South Asia offers both possibilities and 
difficulties. While some nations profit from advantageous geographic locations that promote 
communication and commerce, others have geographical challenges like being landlocked or 
being vulnerable to natural catastrophes [5]. 

Structural considerations: Within SAARC countries, structural factors worsen economic 
inequality. These include unfair land distribution, unequal access to healthcare and education, 
corruption, and problems with government [6]. 
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DISCUSSION 

The Effects of Economic Inequality 

The effects of economic inequalities within SAARC are extensive and diverse. They have an 
impact on people's wellbeing as well as regional stability, collaboration, and the accomplishment 
of SAARC's broad objectives [7]. 

Widespread poverty and income inequality are the effects of economic imbalances that are most 
immediately felt. Millions of people in the area lack access to essentials, creating a vicious cycle 
of poverty and vulnerability [8]. 

Social Development: Inequalities in access to healthcare and education have significant effects 
on social development. Progress in areas like life expectancy, literacy rates, and mother and child 
health are hampered by these inequities. 

Regional unity and cooperation; may be hampered by economic inequalities within SAARC. 

They often result in distrust, political strife, and divergent goals among member nations, 
impeding the organization's capacity to successfully solve shared problems [9]. 

Political Stability: Ongoing economic inequalities have the potential to erode political stability 
and spark civil unrest. For the region's security, marginalized people may become more 
vulnerable to radicalization and political extremism. 

Development Objectives: The achievement of global development objectives, like as the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), is significantly impacted by economic inequality within 
the SAARC. Addressing inequalities both inside and across countries is necessary for achieving 
these objectives [10]. 

Issues with Reducing Economic Disparities 

The task of addressing economic inequalities within SAARC is intricate and multidimensional. 
Progress is hampered by a number of problems and barriers: 

Political Tensions: Historically, attempts to reduce economic inequities have been 
overshadowed by political tensions and wars, such as the India-Pakistan dispute over Kashmir. 
Bilateral disputes take time and money away from economic efforts. 

Resource Allocation: Political factors and power dynamics may have an impact on decisions on 
resource allocation within SAARC countries, often to the cost of underprivileged groups. 

Governance and Corruption: Problems with governance, such as inefficiency and corruption, 
may make economic inequalities worse. The efficient provision of public services and the growth 
of infrastructure are hampered by weak governance. 

Infrastructure Deficits: Poor infrastructure may obstruct regional integration and economic 
progress by restricting access to electricity and transportation networks. Landlocked and isolated 
areas are disproportionately affected by infrastructure shortages. 

Limited Access to Education and Healthcare: Differences in access to education and 
healthcare support inequality and impede the development of human capital. Another urgent 
issue is gender inequality in employment and education. 
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Possibilities for Inclusive Growth and Regional Cooperation 

Although economic inequalities provide significant difficulties, they also offer chances for 
regional collaboration and equitable progress within SAARC: 

Regional Initiatives: To encourage trade, economic integration, and infrastructure development, 
SAARC has undertaken a number of regional initiatives, notably the South Asian Free Trade 
Area (SAFTA). These programs have the ability to narrow economic gaps and encourage shared 
prosperity. 

Observer States: Cooperation with watchdog nations like China and Japan provide chances for 
capital investment, technical support, and capacity growth. When it comes to closing economic 
inequalities and fostering sustainable development, observer states may be a crucial player. 

Human Capital Development: The potential of the region's human capital may be unlocked by 
prioritizing expenditures in healthcare and education. Economic and social progress depend on 
having a skilled and fit labor force. 

Implementing inclusive policies that prioritize women; minority groups, and at-risk 
communities is crucial for eliminating economic inequalities. These regulations need to include 
social safety nets, land reform, and focused development initiatives. 

Regional connectedness: Improving regional connectedness via investments in digital and 
transportation infrastructure may boost the economy, ease commerce, and lessen inequities, 
especially in rural and landlocked regions. 

CONCLUSION 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has a considerable obstacle in 
achieving its goal of promoting regional cooperation and development due to the economic 
differences among its member nations. The nature and effects of economic inequality within 
SAARC are examined in this abstract, which also emphasizes initiatives to overcome them. 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka are the eight 
nations that make up the SAARC, which was founded in 1985. The discrepancies in these 
countries' economic development levels may be seen in a number of ways, including Income 
disparities: While some SAARC member states, like India and Pakistan, have considerably 
greater per capita incomes, others, like Afghanistan and Nepal, are among the world's least 
developed nations and have much lower income levels, are among the least developed countries 
internationally. Infrastructure Disparities: Between member states, there are still gaps in the 
availability of high-quality healthcare, education, transportation, and technology. Infrastructure 
problems often impede the socioeconomic development of less developed countries.  

Within SAARC, trade relations are impacted by economic imbalances. The industrial bases and 
trading capacity of more developed countries tend to be stronger, while less developed countries 
often rely on basic industries like agriculture inequities in social development indices, such as 
health and educational results, are strongly correlated with economic inequities. Increasing 
population well-being is sometimes more difficult in less developed countries. An example of a 
SAARC initiative to ameliorate economic inequities is In order to close the economic gap and 
encourage balanced growth, the SAARC Development Fund (SDF) offers financial assistance for 
development initiatives in its less developed members. commerce facilitation Projects like the 
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SAARC Free Trade Area (SAFTA) aim to increase intra-regional commerce, spur economic 
development, and lessen inequalities by fostering economic integration. Building Capacity 
SAARC member states participate in capacity-building initiatives to exchange knowledge, skills, 
and technical support to aid less developed countries in enhancing their capacities for economic 
and social development. Regional Projects Through the promotion of infrastructure development 
in the area as a whole, cooperative projects like regional connectivity initiatives seek to minimize 
economic inequities. Foreign Investment: Supporting FDI and regional investment possibilities 
might boost economic development in less developed member states. As a whole, SAARC's 
economic inequalities provide a challenging issue that affects many aspects of development, 
including income levels, infrastructure, commerce, and social well-being. While the organization 
has made progress in addressing these inequalities via programs like the SDF and trade 
facilitation, continued efforts are essential to make sure that the advantages of regional 
cooperation are dispersed more fairly among member states. 
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ABSTRACT: 

 The South Asian area, which is particularly susceptible to natural catastrophes, benefits greatly 
from the disaster management efforts of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC). This abstract explores SAARC's role in disaster management and its initiatives to 
lessen the effects of disasters. Eight nations make up the SAARC, which was established in 
1985: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 
Numerous natural catastrophes, like as earthquakes, floods, cyclones, and landslides, threaten the 
region's infrastructure, people's lives, and economic stability. In a region that is vulnerable to a 
variety of natural calamities, SAARC's involvement in disaster management is essential. In order 
to assist member nations better plan for and react to catastrophes, SAARC facilitates 
collaboration, capacity development, and financial support, eventually enhancing the safety and 
resilience of South Asian populations. The organization's capacity to respond to catastrophes 
fully is still being hampered by issues including political unrest and resource shortages. 

KEYWORDS: 
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INTRODUCTION 

Natural catastrophes are common in the South Asian area, including earthquakes, floods, 
cyclones, tsunamis, landslides, and droughts, among others. These catastrophes have the power 
to inflict a horrifying human and economic toll, undoing hard-won development achievements, 
and reversing advancements in the fight against poverty and human development. They 
transcend national boundaries and often affect other countries, necessitating a regional strategy 
for prevention, preparation, reaction, and recovery [1], [2]. 

Important details on SAARC's involvement in disaster management:  

Disaster Response & preparation: SAARC has put in place procedures to improve preparation 
and response. By encouraging the exchange of best practices and coordinating response 
initiatives, the SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) acts as a focal point for regional 
cooperation.  

Building ability: SAARC conducts training sessions, seminars, and exercises to increase the 
member nations' ability for disaster management. These programs concentrate on early warning 
systems, response coordination, and catastrophe risk reduction. Regional cooperation is 
encouraged by SAARC, including the sharing of knowledge, skills, and resources in the 
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management of disasters. During times of crisis, the group promotes regional cooperation. The 
2011-founded SAARC Regional Fund for catastrophes (SRFD) offers financial aid to member 
governments afflicted by catastrophes. It aids in relief and restoration activities and aids in the 
reconstruction of impacted populations' lives.  

Climate Change Adaptation: SAARC is aware that climate change increases a country's 
susceptibility to calamities. The group works for international climate action and climate 
resilience measures Cross-Border Coordination due to the common boundaries in the area, 
SAARC promotes international coordination for disaster relief. This involves coordinated 
disaster response actions and cross-border aid. 

A Brief History of Disaster Management in SAARC 

Disaster management was added to SAARC's agenda as a result of awareness of the region's 
susceptibility to natural catastrophes and the need of a coordinated response. A specific 
framework for collaboration in disaster management was approved during the eighth SAARC 
Summit, which took place in New Delhi in 1995. This was the turning point for SAARC's 
involvement in disaster management, which has since developed into one of the most significant 
and important projects for the group. 

The foundation of the SAARC's framework for regional disaster management cooperation is the 
idea of solidarity, collaboration, and shared responsibility. It acknowledges that member states 
are all equally vulnerable to natural catastrophes and that in order to successfully handle this 
complex issue, it is necessary to combine resources, skills, and knowledge [3], [4]. 

Disaster Management's Complexity in South Asia 

The complexity and sheer variety of issues faced by disaster management in South Asia are 
notable: 

Geographic Diversity: The large contingent of South Asia is home to a variety of landscapes, 
including the towering Himalayan ranges, the fertile plains of the Indo-Gangetic basin, and the 
extensive coastal areas along the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. Due to their differences, 
many geographical areas are vulnerable to various forms of catastrophes, from storms near the 
coast to earthquakes in the Himalayan region [5], [6]. 

Population Density: South Asia has one of the largest densities of people in the whole planet. 
Effective disaster management is crucial for preventing fatalities and alleviating suffering since 
catastrophes are made worse by the concentration of people in sensitive locations. 

Rising sea levels, altered precipitation patterns, and a rise in the frequency and severity of severe 
weather events are all aspects of climate change that the area is now experiencing. Disaster 
management in South Asia has additional difficulties due to climate change [7], [8]. 

Trans boundary Effects: A lot of natural calamities, such floods and landslides, disregard 
national boundaries. They often have an impact on numerous nations at once, needing a 
coordinated regional response. 

Resource Limitations: Some SAARC members have limited resources and ability for disaster 
management, which emphasizes the need of regional collaboration and aid. 
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Disaster Management Systems in the SAARC 

The SAARC has created a comprehensive framework for managing disasters that includes all 
phases of the cycle: 

Preparedness: SAARC members work together on early warning systems, methods for reducing 
disaster risk, and the development of the capabilities of emergency response teams. 

In the wake of catastrophes, SAARC enables the prompt deployment of regional reaction teams, 
relief supplies, and humanitarian aid. The organization's reaction mechanisms are meant to 
supplement and improve on existing national initiatives[9]. 

Restoration of infrastructure, livelihoods, and communities is part of the post-disaster recovery 
and rehabilitation operations that SAARC assists its member nations with. The goal is to 
improve resilience and rebuild better. 

Exchange of Knowledge: The core of SAARC's disaster management activities is the exchange 
of knowledge and information. The group promotes the sharing of best practices, academic 
discoveries, and life experiences to increase catastrophe resilience. 

DISCUSSION 

Achievements of SAARC in Disaster Management 

Over time, SAARC has achieved important advancements in disaster management, 

reaching remarkable results: 

Early Warning Systems: The South Asian Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SASCOF) and the 
South Asia Flash Flood Guidance System are two examples of regional early warning systems 
that have been made possible by SAARC. The capacity of the area to anticipate and react to 
catastrophes is improved by these systems. 

Regional Disaster Response: In the aftermath of several catastrophes, such as earthquakes in 
Nepal and Pakistan, floods in Bangladesh and India, and cyclones in the Maldives and Sri Lanka, 
SAARC's regional response mechanisms have been activated. These replies have shown how 
dedicated the company is to teamwork. 

Building Capacity: SAARC member nations have benefitted from building capacity efforts, 
such as training courses for experts in disaster management, the creation of regional standards, 
and the exchange of knowledge in fields like search and rescue. 

Cross-Border Cooperation: The SAARC has promoted cross-border cooperation in disaster 
management, allowing member governments to coordinate preparation, response, and recovery 
operations that span national borders [10]. 

Future Directions and Challenges 

Despite its successes, SAARC still confronts a number of difficulties in disaster 

management: 

Effective disaster management has sometimes been hampered by bilateral disputes between 
SAARC member nations. Political enmities may prevent timely cooperation and information 
exchange. 
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Resource Constraints: Some member states are still struggling to handle disasters due to 
capacity issues and resource restrictions. It's still difficult to address these inequalities. 

Climate Change: The growing effects of climate change need a flexible and futuristic strategy 
to catastrophe management. SAARC has to keep up with the changing issues caused by climate 
change. 

Pandemics: The pandemic brought attention to the need of a strong public health response in the 
context of crisis management. The SAARC's framework for managing disasters must include 
pandemic preparation. 

Rapid urbanization in South Asia creates additional difficulties for disaster management, 
especially in regions with high population densities. To deal with these shifting challenges, 
SAARC must modify its tactics. 

In the area, disaster management has been greatly aided by the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Here is a summary of the SAARC's involvement in disaster 
management as of my most recent knowledge update in September 2021. South Asia is very 
susceptible to natural calamities including earthquakes, floods, cyclones, and droughts. In order 
to improve disaster management, SAARC has acknowledged the need of tackling these risks. 
Coordination and cooperation: SAARC has given members a forum to exchange best practices 
for disaster response and to coordinate their efforts. The group encourages member governments 
to work together and assists them in combining their resources and skills in times of crisis. The 
SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) was formed to promote interregional 
coordination in disaster planning, response, and recovery. It fosters initiatives to increase 
capacity and acts as an information center.  

SAARC member nations have worked together to create early warning systems for a number of 
different kinds of disasters, including cyclones and tsunamis. By giving at-risk groups timely 
information, these technologies have assisted in saving lives. Joint Exercises and Training: 
SAARC has established joint disaster management training programs and exercises to improve 
member nations' preparation and response capacities. In times of crisis, this has increased 
cooperation.  

SAARC has aided in the distribution of resources, including as money and humanitarian 
supplies, to afflicted member nations after calamities. Responding to humanitarian needs has 
relied heavily on this help. Regional Protocols: SAARC member nations have ratified regional 
protocols and agreements on risk reduction and disaster management. These contracts formalize 
collaboration and establish standards for local catastrophe response.  

CONCLUSION 

Despite its efforts, SAARC has had trouble playing its part in disaster management due to 
political disputes among its member nations, a lack of resources, and restrictions on 
infrastructure and technology. These difficulties may reduce the efficiency of local efforts to 
control disasters. Future Directions by resolving these issues, boosting cross-border 
collaboration, and strengthening infrastructure resilience, SAARC has the ability to significantly 
increase disaster management. Future programs may emphasize long-term risk reduction and 
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adaptation to climate change. By encouraging collaboration, easing coordination, and offering a 
regional framework for disaster planning and response, SAARC has, in my opinion, significantly 
contributed to South Asia's disaster management efforts. Even if difficulties still exist, the 
organization's efforts have helped lessen the effects of catastrophes and preserve lives in the area. 
The commitment of member nations to collaboration and tackling the changing difficulties 
brought on by natural disasters and climate change will determine SAARC's ability to handle 
catastrophes in the future. 
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ABSTRACT: 

Since its founding in 1985, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has 
served as an essential forum for promoting regional cooperation among South Asian countries. 
Despite initial optimism and promise, SAARC has had many difficulties throughout its history, 
such as political disputes, slow economic integration development, and outside pressures. This 
abstract analyzes SAARC's prospects for the future, taking into account both the difficulties it 
faces and the advantages it may take advantage of. SAARC's capacity to make major progress on 
regional issues has been hampered by political rivalry and historical disputes among its member 
states, particularly between India and Pakistan. It still presents an enormous task to resolve these 
tensions. SAARC has made little progress toward its goal of promoting economic integration 
within the region, mostly because of non-tariff obstacles, trade imbalances, and a lack of 
infrastructure connection. As China and the United States have engaged South Asian nations 
more frequently on an individual basis, the regional impact of SAARC may be at risk. Concerns 
about security include terrorism and territorial disputes, which draw focus and resources away 
from collaborative efforts in South Asia. With a sizeable fraction of the world's population living 
there, South Asia has tremendous economic potential. This promise might be realized through 
improved infrastructure development, trade facilitation, and regional economic integration. South 
Asia is home to a sizable pool of young, educated, and diversified human resources. Regional 
growth might be fueled through investments in entrepreneurship, innovation, and education. 
projects to increase connectivity with neighboring nations, such as the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and India's projects, have the potential to boost regional trade and 
collaboration. Collaboration on disaster management and environmental sustainability can 
promote regional resilience as South Asia deals with the growing effects of climate change 

KEYWORDS: 

Disaster, Management, Prospects, SAARC. 

INTRODUCTION 

As a result of the region's resolve to develop a regional cooperative framework, the South Asian 
Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) was established in 1985. Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka are its seven founding members. Afghanistan formally 
joined the group in 2007. As observers, the SAARC now includes Australia, China, the European 
Union, Iran, Japan, Mauritius, Myanmar, the Republic of Korea, and the United States of 
America. In 1985, Dhaka, Bangladesh, hosted the inaugural SAARC summit, while Kathmandu, 
Nepal, hosted the 18th Summit in 2014. The 19th Summit, scheduled to take place in November 
2016 in Islamabad, Pakistan, has been postponed [1], [2]. 
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Precisely 3.3% of the world's landmass is made up by the SAARC area. One fifth of the world's 
population resides in SAARC nations.  Bhutan and Nepal are two of the region's landlocked 
nations. Sri Lanka and the Maldives are two island nations in the SAARC area. In the south and 
south-west, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and India touch the Indian Ocean. Agriculture is the primary 
source of income for most people in SAARC nations [3], [4]. 

Targets of SAARC1 The SAARC Charter's stated goals are to Advance the welfare of South 
Asia's peoples and raise their standard of living; Promote regional economic, social, and cultural 

development by giving everyone the chance to live in dignity and reach their full potential;  

Encourage and develop South Asian nations' ability to rely on one another Encourage active 
cooperation and mutual help in the domains of economics, society, culture, technology, and 
science; Contribute to mutual trust, understanding, and respect of one another's concerns [5], [6];  

In international fora, developing nations should cooperate more closely with one another as well 
as with other developing nations on issues of mutual concern. They should also work with 
regional and global organizations that share similar objectives. Standards of the SAARC2 
Respect for the ideals of sovereign equality, geographical integrity, political independence, non-
interference in the internal affairs of other nations, and mutual benefit underpin cooperation 
within the framework of the Association.  Such collaboration should enhance rather than replace 
bilateral or multilateral cooperation [7], [8]. 

Such collaboration needs to be in line with the member nations' duties on a bilateral and global 
scale.  In the SAARC, decisions are made unanimously at all levels. It does not engage in 
discussion of matters that are bilateral or controversial. Agriculture and rural development, 
biotechnology, education and culture, economics and trade, energy, the environment, finances 
and funding mechanisms, information, communication, and media, people-to-people contacts, 
poverty alleviation, science and technology, security issues, social development, and tourism are 
just a few of the areas in which SAARC nations collaborate. The execution, coordination, and 
monitoring of the programs in their particular areas of cooperation are handled by a number of 
Technical Committees made up of members of Member States [9], [10]. 

Successes of SAARC3 in spite of highly challenging political conditions, SAARC has been able 
to establish settings, organizations, and platforms where Heads of State have convened during 
the last 30 years.  It offers a venue for the people of South Asia to collaborate in an atmosphere 
of friendliness, trust, and understanding. Important issues for the area have been addressed by 
SAARC, including a social charter, development agreements, and even the delicate problem of 
terrorism prevention. 

The agreements on transportation, energy, and food banks are all significant milestones in the 
right direction. One of the foundations of South Asian integration initiatives is exchanges in 
research and civil society. After 10 years of SAARC's existence, the South Asian Preferential 
Trade Agreement (SAPTA), which was signed in 1995, paved the way for further intra-regional 
trade liberalization and economic cooperation among the member nations. By lowering import 
duties on products that qualified, SAPTA aimed to secure preferential treatment while also 
guaranteeing special consideration for the region's least developed nations. A Customs Union, 
Common Market, and Economic Union were the primary goals of the South Asian Free Trade 
Agreement (SAFTA), which was intended to be the first step in that direction.  
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The SAFTA Agreement was ratified on January 6, 2004, in Islamabad, Pakistan, during the 12th 
SAARC Summit. The Trade Liberalization Program began on July 1, 2006, and the Agreement 
went into effect on January 1, 2006. By 2009, members of SAARC were required to reduce their 
obligations to 20%.  

The SAFTA Ministerial Council (SMC), made up of the member states' commerce ministers, was 
created when the Agreement entered into effect. The SAARC exports climbed significantly from 
US$206.7 billion in 2009 to US$354.6 billion in 2012. Over the same time span, imports also 
rose from US$330 billion to US$602 billion. However, the intra-SAARC trade only represents 
little more than 1% of SAARC's GDP. Contrarily, ASEAN's intra-block commerce accounts for 
10% of its GDP while being smaller economically than SAARC. 

In 1992, the SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme was introduced. The leaders of the SAARC 
countries decided that certain categories of dignitaries should be entitled to a Special Travel 
document, which would exempt them from obtaining a visa for the region, at the Fourth Summit, 
which took place in Islamabad from December 29 to December 31, 1988. The list of eligible 
categories was routinely reviewed by the Council of Ministers in accordance with the Summit's 
directive. 

There are now 24 categories of entitled individuals on the list, including dignitaries, judges from 
higher courts, legislators, senior officials, businesspeople, journalists, athletes, etc. The 
corresponding Member States issue the Visa Stickers to the appropriate groups of that nation. 
The Visa Sticker typically has a one-year expiration date. The SAARC Member States' 
Immigration Authorities periodically assess the implementation.  

At the 18th SAARC Summit in Kathmandu, the SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy 
Cooperation (Electricity) was formally adopted. This Agreement permits the voluntary cross-
border exchange of electricity according to the laws, rules, and regulations of the individual 
members. It, among other things, gives Member States the ability to agree on the conditions, 
payment security system, and duration of power trading.  

India approved the Agreement on July 30, 2015. It is being ratified by more Member States at the 
moment. The agreement's implementation ought to help reduce energy shortages, especially in 
our North East. The 17th SAARC Summit in November 2011 saw the signing of the SAARC 
Agreement on Rapid response to Natural Disasters with the intention of institutionalizing 
regional cooperation on disaster response among SAARC nations 

For the SAARC member nations, India has also hosted a number of seminars, conferences, and 
training programs on disaster management. When Nepal experienced major earthquakes last 
year, India quickly provided support and expertise.  India took the initiative to ask the SAARC 
Governments for their opinions by submitting a Concept Paper for the SAU. All SAARC 
Member States supported the notion of a South Asian university, and on April 4, 2007, during the 
14th SAARC Summit in New Delhi, an interministerial agreement for the establishment of a 
South Asian university was signed. At the 16th SAARC Summit, which took place in Thimpu in 
2010, the SAARC Secretariat endorsed the idea of forming the SAU.  

So, in August 2010, the South Asian University welcomed its first group of students. The 
university's permanent campus in Delhi is expected to be moved shortly. Problems and worries   
for bilateral and internal political reasons, SAARC failed to conduct 11annual summits 
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throughout its 30 years of existence. Three years have passed since the last time the Kathmandu 
Summit was convened. Despite the presence of logistical benefits and 30 years after the founding 
of SAARC, SAFTA only accounts for around 10% of all regional commerce. 

 During the years 2013 and 2014, the total amount of intra-SAARC trade flows under SAFTA 
was close to US$ 3 billion. An estimated 5% of India's total commerce is with South Asia. 
Contrastingly, intra-regional trade accounts for about 65% of all trade within the European 
Union, 51% within the NAFTA region, 26% within the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), and 16% within the Mercosur trade bloc in Latin America. The same applied to FDI. 

DISCUSSION 

FDI received by SAARC nations has greatly improved over the last three decades, however in 
2012, only India got more than 84% of all FDI, compared to Nepal's 0.16 percent. In order to 
successfully implement the road map of transforming SAPTA into SAFTA, further into the South 
Asian Customs Union, and ultimately into the South Asian Economic Union by the year 2020. 
South Asian countries will need to address both economic and non-economic factors, such as 
creating political will and building confidence.  While other parts of the globe have advanced all 
the way to monetary union, SAARC has not even managed to draft a free trade agreement.  The 
eight SAARC presidents had to approve three connectivity agreements on roads, rails, and 
energy even at the 2014 Kathmandu Summit. Only one of them has been signed, the one on 
energy. 

recently occurring events Sheikh Hasina, the prime minister of Bangladesh, said, "The 
effectiveness of SAARC is still there and I think, there's a lot to work on it," during an 
interactive session titled "Harnessing Regional Cooperation in South Asia" at the Congress 
Centre in Davos on January 17, 2017.SAARC is really active. Sheikh Hasina, however, 
commented on the SAARC Summit's postponement in Pakistan, saying, "What did happen was 
that one SAARC Summit was postponed.  

There is no need for concern since the next SAARC Summit might happen soon. The Nepalese 
Commerce Minister, Mr. Romi Gauchan Thakali, stated on the sidelines of the two-day Asia-
Pacific Business Forum in Dhaka that the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) is still relevant and will remain so despite the ongoing controversy over its future. He 
continued by saying that Nepal fully believes in the significance of SAARC and that SAARC is 
an established organization. In spite of many obstacles and conflicts, he expressed pleasure with 
the SAARC's progress over the last three decades and said it is now time to work harder to 
develop the regional cooperation agreement. 

Speaking with Arjun Bahadur Thapa, the departing Secretary General of SAARC, on January 28, 
2017, Sartaj Aziz, the adviser to the Pakistani prime minister on foreign affairs, stated that 
Pakistan is still committed to hosting the 19th SAARC Summit as soon as possible so that the 
goals of regional cooperation under the SAARC banner can be pursued more vehemently.  

The Pakistani Foreign Minister also underlined Pakistan's commitment to regional cooperation 
within the SAARC framework for advancing the well-being of South Asia's people and 
enhancing their standard of living, economic development, social advancement, and cultural 
collaboration. Another breakthrough was the launch of the first South Asian satellite by India on 
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May 5. It was made by the Indian Space Research Organization and was totally sponsored by 
India. 

The South Asia Satellite, which Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi proposed, will aid partner 
nations in better communication, better governance, better banking, better education in remote 
areas, more accurate resource mapping, more reliable weather forecasting, access to world-class 
medical care through telemedicine, and quick response to natural disasters. The SAARC process, 
which struck a hitch when the 19th Summit, set for Islamabad, was postponed, witnessed rebirth 
as all eight member nations participated in a two-day Committee meeting, conducted at the level 
of the foreign secretary, and a SAARC Council of Ministers meeting, held at the level of the 
foreign minister.  

Various administrative and budgetary matters pertaining to the SAARC Secretariat and its 
organizations were covered by the Programming Committee. Along with other topics, the budget 
of the SAARC Secretariat and the five regional SAARC centers were also covered. Mumtaz 
Zahra Baloch, the deputy head of the Pakistani mission, recently said during remarks on the 
sidelines of a SCO event in Beijing that it is crucial for both nations to expand the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation SAARC.  

We really hope that SAARC, our regional organization, would resolve its issues so that India 
may attend the summit in Pakistan since, at the end of the day, we are neighbors, added Baloch. 
Given India's stance on Pakistan's participation in cross-border terrorism, it is still unclear if the 
summit will take place at the end of this year as well. However, Baloch said that Islamabad is 
attempting to host the meeting. In order to fulfill its mandate to work for regional peace and 
stability as well as improved relations and harmony among member states for the benefit of the 
region's people, the SAARC forum must be used effectively.  

Overcoming regional conflict and promoting more collaboration amongst the states in the area 
are the SAARC's current challenges. As is really the case, SAARC should be seen as more 
belonging to the region's peoples than to its governments. On February 1 and 2, 2017, the 
SAARC Programming Committee met in Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal. After the SAARC 
Standing Committee, the Programming Committee is the lowest level institution in SAARC. 

CONCLUSION 

Political dynamics, regional wars, economic inequities, and shifting global realities are just a few 
of the many variables that have an impact on the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation's (SAARC) future prospects. Here is a judgment on the future possibilities for 
SAARC as of my most recent information update in September 2021.Persistent Challenges: 
SAARC continues to encounter significant obstacles, including as unsolved regional conflicts, 
political disagreements among member nations, and slow development in crucial areas like 
economic integration and security cooperation. Bilateral Conflicts: The India-Pakistan conflict 
continues to be a major roadblock to the organization's success. To realize the full potential of 
SAARC, progress in resolving bilateral problems is essential. Economic Disparities There are 
still persistent economic gaps between the member nations, and closing them will need 
coordinated action. Prioritizing measures to facilitate trade and foster economic cooperation 
would help the area grow and prosper. Geopolitical rivalry South Asia's geopolitical rivalry, 
which includes the impact of outside countries, may make regional dynamics more complicated. 
For SAARC to succeed, it must manage these complicated geopolitical situations. Human 
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Security and Development: In order to solve problems with regional healthcare, social 
development, and environmental sustainability, SAARC may be very helpful. There are several 
prospects for collaboration in these areas. Resource Mobilization SAARC's future efforts and 
projects will need strong financial assistance from its member countries as well as efficient 
resource mobilization. SAARC's future relevance and success will depend on its capacity to 
adjust to shifting regional and global circumstances. To confront fresh difficulties and grab new 
possibilities, the organization must adapt. People-Centric Approach The relevance and influence 
of SAARC may be increased by putting the needs of the people in South Asia first via programs 
that combat poverty, inequality, and social development. Promoting equitable economic 
development, private sector involvement, and networking initiatives may encourage economic 
integration and lessen inequalities. Stabilizing Regional Institutions SAARC Regional Centers 
and specialized organizations are essential to fostering collaboration. The area may gain from 
improving these institutions' capacity and effectiveness. Partnerships with External Parties 
Addressing regional issues and advancing development initiatives may be facilitated by working 
with external parties and international organizations. In conclusion, possibilities and difficulties 
both affect SAARC's chances for the future. Despite ongoing challenges, SAARC has the 
potential to make a substantial contribution to the peace, stability, and development of the region. 
It will be necessary for member nations to put regional cooperation first, get over political 
divisions, and adjust to changing South Asian dynamics in order to realize this promise. The 
capacity of SAARC to adapt and successfully deal with local and global developments, as well 
as the member nations' willingness to cooperate in the pursuit of shared objectives, will 
determine the organization's future success. 
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